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) . ! March 22, 1948

To Ober C. Vaughan, Dirécﬁor, ?érsoﬁnel
Re: Interpretation of Seetlon 20 of Chapter 59, R. S. 1944

3

I recelved your memo of March 17th, stating that the
Personnel Board had requested you to ask for an interpretation
of Section 20 of Chapter 59 ¢f the Revised Statubtes, relating
to solicitation of political campaign eontributions, which is
prehibited by said statute. You ask two questions:

' Question #1. Doss this statute relate toacampaigniﬁg-fcr
public office’ : Lo ‘

My answer 'to Question 1: is that in mw opinion“it does not
'relate to campalgning for. public office for the employee himself;
but "1t would relate to campalgning for another. person for. publie
office, as 1t would be a political service for the candidate for
office for danyone in the cldssifled service to campaign., However,

I feel Xhat.-lt 1s against public peliey for .a man or womsh in °

the classified service to be a candldate for public offiece in
the State of Maine while remeining in said eclsssified service.
The solieiting of receiving of any asseéssment, subsoriptilon,
contribution or politicel service relaftes to another person
and not to the empleyee in the classified sepvice himself.

' Question #8. Does it relate to service. in .the legislature?

My answer to thls question 1s im. the negative, I do not .
belisve thaet the statute is broad enough -to cover service in .
the legislature by an employed in the classified service, for
the reason stated in the. answer to. Question. °

Ralph W. Ferris
Attorney General
RiF:c



