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Mar.ch 17; 1948 

t~ W. ·B. Br.adfQrd., · Hi,ghwa,y Department 
Be: Damage tc;, Water· Ma1na . 

With relation• tQ the claim Qt How.ton Water Company for 
. damage .t:q water and· .13ett.er serv~~~ during the ccmE&t:ruction of 
)Tor~ ·$tteet, ~ulton, in ~ fall of 1947, :l.t would appear 
from. their lett;er t:p the ,State Highway .Co$iB$fon that they 
p:r~•~nt:ed their bi.Ll tQ Mr .. BO~s,1,. the contractor; who~ t.ttey 
,_at., aaid that he ahow.d. not pay the :cl~d,111; ~t _ttigg~ated that 
tbey ~efer ·tne claim to the .Highway Comaiiq~ion for adjus~t. 

l dp 11,0.t f-efi!l tnat t~e :l,a atJy obligation on the ·part of 
~ · Stat11 Bigmtay C.ommiifSi~ to pay fqX' .thi$ damage. As l ~:r­
,st-.nd. :Lt :£tom y°'1, the :c~n,tr11eto-r, · without ·"1:!Y warni.ng -or requa.st 
_that t~ W'ate.r ·camp4n1 ch~e _.t;he lo,:atipn Df .'lt..ff 1'8.ter &11d ~t' 
;ilerv:tce pipes I pro·c~•ud ~ dtg. tb,e trench by -~team_ sbaVel qr 
bu.LJ..daz~, thus de$.~r~1ng the :service ptpes fi;olli the nuUn line 
to the. •~111.ng sert~d-.. · 

I thin.le_ -~he c<,ntract.o:r al1pUld have gtyen the w•ter ~iJtly 
4tl ·-PPP9X"tunity to lDal<e t'be -t:h.ange; and, n~t lUI.Viq ~ a~ ht! 
'WQ\ild. be a.n•werabl~ =~~ the dama_ge. It ·vot1ld al.so ~p~ar,. if I 
haye · tbe J:sc,ta oo~r~ tl-y.,. that tl\e contt•t:tor coul<;i -have avoid$-d 
the b~eald.ng '°f the sewer ~ ,rate1" aervice, h11d. be .sJJPP()rte .. d 
tje _pipes wnen he dug the trench in '~rd.er to in:at.illl. thi ·dra1zuage. 
•y-~tem.. . . 

Aile 

I return herewi~ t~ U!tt.ex from ti. lfoulton Water COmpa:d,.y .. 

Abraham. Br~-itbard 
Deputy At~ey ten.er.al 


