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Mareh 17, 1948

To W. H. Bradford, Highway Department
Re: DBamage to Water Mainsg .

Wwith relation to the ¢laim of Houlton Water Company foxr
‘damage to water and sewer servigces dur the construction of
Morth Street, Houlton, in the fall of 1947, it would appear
from thelr letter tp the State Highway Commissiom that they
presented their bill to Mr. Rossl, the contractor, who, .i':l:leg‘l
gat, sald that he should not pay the claim, but puggested that
they refer the claim to the Highway Commigsion fox adjustment,

I dp not feel that there iz any obliﬁtion on the part of
the State Highway Commigsion to pay far this damage. As I undex~ -
stand it from you, the contrdetor, without any warning or request
that the water tompany change the location of its water aud sewer
gseryice pipes, proceeded tn dig the tremgh by steam shovel or
bulldozer, thug destroying the service pipes from the main line
to the dwelling seryed, '

I think the eontractor ghould haye given the water company
an opportunity to make the thange, and, not having done s¢, he
would be angwerable for the damage. It would alse appear, if1
have the racts correttly, that the contragtor ¢codld have avoided
the breaking of the gewer and water gerviece, had he s rted
tje pipes when he dug the tremth in order to inatall drainage
system. ' ‘

I return herewith the lstter from the Houlton Water Compary.

Abrgham Breltbard
Deputy Attarney General
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