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graph of said section, which you quote, grants the Secretary of State broad 
powers in providing a suitable device in lieu of new registration plates for 
any calendar year. You will note that "number plates" means more than 
one plate; but if you deem one plate a suitable device in lieu of two number 
plates, you would be acting well within the exception to the provisions of 
this statute requiring the issuance of two plates, in issuing one plate as you 
have done for 1948. 

One definition of "device" in Webster's New International Dictionary 
reads as follows: "an emblematic design, generally of one or more figures 
with a motto ... " Another definition of "device," which is the word used 
in this statute, is: "a mechanical or practical contrivance to serve a special 
purpose." 

While one number plate is not in any sense of the word a mechanical con
trivance, it is an emblematic design consisting of figures with a motto, "Vaca
tionland," on same, which serves a special purpose, which in this case is to 
keep within the budget set up by the legislature for this purpose. 

This part of Section 17 of Chapter 19 of the Revised Statutes was enacted 
at a special session of the legislature in January, 1942, and will be found in 
Chapter 306 of the Public Laws of 1941. 

RALPH W. FARRIS 
Attorney General 

January 23, 1948 
To John C. Burnham, Administrative Assistant, Highway 
Re: Section 80, Chapter 12, R. S. 1944 

I have your memo of January 16th in which you say you would like me 
to let you know whether the last sentence of the above mentioned section 
means that the department should pay the full salary regardless of what the 
member of the military reserve received from the government, or pay the 
difference between the military pay and the State pay in case the military 
pay is less than the State salary. 

My answer to this inquiry is that the employee should get the full amount 
of the salary, regardless of what the government pays him while he is on 
military leave, either by order of the Governor or under the provisions of the 
National Defense Acts. 

Another question on which you would like an opinion is on the case of 
a highway employee who while in Naval Reserve training, becomes ill and 
is absent several months from State service. You ask, "Is this employee 
eligible to full pay up to the extent of the sick leave time which has been 
accumulated to this employee's credit?" 

My answer to that question is that he should be taken off the State pay
roll as soon as the temporary training period is over, which is usually two 
weeks to thirty days during the summer months. A case of this kind should 
be handled under the Personnel Law and the Rules and Regulations promul
gated thereunder. He is entitled to pay for his sick leave during the time 
after his temporary military training duties cease. 

RALPH W. FARRIS 
Attorney General 
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