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J~ue:ry is, · i 9~8. 

-To Col. Laurence c. Upton, Chief, Maine ~tate Police 
Re: R.etirentent of,Chie:f Inspectqr James A. Adams 

• I 

l _hEi..ve. yoti:rt memo or January 16th; relati~ to th~ above entitled· 
subject matter. You state that· Inspector Ada.ms_ is eligiblQ fo~ retire-

. m.ent unde~ -the provisions ot ~ect1on 2~ ot Chapter 13 or the . Revised· 
Statutes ot l944 •. H$' received his . original._ appointmeX:1,t. Jn Apri1t· 1922. 
You state th~t ,ou ~e .not sure whether be should be retired on one- · 
half .the pay of ·a capt~n·or,one-half'the pat ~fa trooper; and yo~ 
set forth t~e following statement o~-f~cts: · 

."T:h~ Sti:te Poli'ee Rttl~s and Regu,lat1Gns- provide, . 'The tam 
"Chi~.t' Inspector" shall 'nlean :the. memoer. .of tne f'orce ass.igned·. to . · . · 
speoiB:1 duty·with the 'Secretary or St·ate as authorized by Ch~p. ia, 
S_eo_. 4 or, the Revis'ed .Sta,tutes .at 1944·. The_ member tb.~s· a.~sign~d 
shall r·eoejire the r-elativf:l·pay ot·.a captain of the. Sta.ta Poliee. 1. · 

Cb4et Inspeeto-r.· Adams· 11'8.S 'appointed as Ohiet Insp~etor.'·ahd. as11ig~ed · 
to the .. _Seeretary of -State _August 9, ·19~0,. 'H~ has e·erved in tha't · 
capacity since that· time- and has., --of oo'Ul's_.e, been rece~ving the pay 
'>f a ·oapta1n. He ha4#:SvM.usly b&en a sergeant in the organization· 
but at the. time or h: transfer to the Seeretary. er S.tate he was a. _. 
Trooper.·" · · 

Your question isi "Would this te:r-m. 'Chief ·Inspeetoi 1 be con­
•sidered a· ~r_ade in ~he. State Police?• · 

· · :· Aftej a pe:rusal o-f .·sect1on·4 of Chapter l~,- R.S.-, which pro­
vides that members. o~ the State ~olice may'be designat8id and as- · ~ 
signed to sp~c.1:al·duties as_ in;:1pec;tor_s t_o enf'qrce -the.laws, rule·e 
an~ regula-ti.ons relating to the :re-gie-tIPation of mo_tor vehio1es and · 
·to the li~ensing and operating of Jr¼)tor vebicles, but aa~1gmaen~ · t,o 
spec:t.al ·du~y· shs.11 not aff'~•ot .their powers $.S State .- Pql:,ice..t etc.; 
and af"te~ • perusal or Regulation; 1, paragraph: (d) of the . .Hu.lea :,md 

• Regulattons .ot the· Department o~ State~ Police, r-ev1sed;· pas.sed. and 
app%1oved b:y the Governor ll,ll 4 Council on· January · a;· 1947, v:b,ich pro--
vides: . · · • , · · · · · · 

. . .. . . . 
. ' .. "The term f Chief' Inspector' sll-a11" mean the m~mbe.r of the f'ol'Oe 
assigned to special duty with the-Secretary.of' State as authorized. · 
by Chapter 13,· s~·ction 4 of the·-Sevised Statutes 9:f 1944. The mem.ber 
tb.u.s assigned sha.11 rec·eive the relative .pay of a capt,ain of the . 
State Poli_ce·;" · -, · · · · 

and in-view of the f'act that · chief °Inspector Adams was appointed 
·August 9, 1940 and has been performing the duties of a captain, 
with several troopers.under him in-the p~rf'ormance of' his duties in 
enforcing the motor vehicle laws~ as designated by statute, I am of 
the opin.ton that the term 11Chief!1 lnspector" should be co.ns1dered 
a gra:d.e in, the State. Police. Otherwise, he would ?e 'relegate~ to 
the grade .of a trooper, and would lose the pay status he has held 
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.. 

and. ~is :r:-~ e.s a .. Chief. Ins pee tor, whioh is . the equi 'i'alent- of 
-a. .captain. This in my opinion woul.d be ineqllitable. · 

There:f'ore :f'or the purposes of the Reti~emerit Aet,· I rule 
that 'Chie1' Inspeetoi- Adams, 1now re·oei ving the pay .of .a captain., 
s ouJ.d be reti:tted as a· Chiet Inspector with one-half the pay t~a, 
he was ~eceiving 6n the date of his ~etirement. 

RWF-:c· 

• 

· Ralph w ~ Farris 
Attorney Gener~l 


