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Januery 14, 1948 [\/(

/To N. 8. Kupelian, Superintendent, Pownel State School

e

I have your memo of January 12%h, stating that you haver been

confronted 'wlth ‘& problem which you are referring to me for 1egal

advice, You state that you admlt patlents to Pownal State School’
from other State lnstitutions, such as the Reformatory for Mem, the
Reformatory for Women, the State School for Boys, and the Stabe: '
School for Girls. You fffrther state that quite annumber of these
eases are belng committed through the Probate. ‘Courts of the -counties
where these institutions are losated, and you inguire Whether you"

" should enter on your books the county where the ptients'have their

legal residence or thé sounty from which they were' oommitted.

In answer to your question I cdl your. attention to Sectlon .9
of Ghapter 140, R S,, wilch confers jurisdictlon mpon Judges of-
Probgte ‘to prebato willa, ‘ete., of -inhabitants or residents of their
respectlive counties, and Seection 154 of Chepter 25,1which previdas
that whehever it 12 made to appesr, upon application t¢ the Judge
of Probate for any county, after due notiece and hearing, that any
personn resident in sald county, ete., naming the ssveral State in- .

‘stitutions, or supported by anxztown, is. a £1t subject for the Pownal
-|State School, such Judge may eco %t such persgon, etes You tan see
that' this confers jurisdiction whiqh the Prgbate Judge exercises

in the case which you submit on your sample, form; -and my advice to.
you Wbuld be to enter in your books “the town or eity of the legeal.
residence ¢f the inmate and also. the county from which. the 1nmate
was commltted by the. Judge if Prota te.

The commitment form which you mailed me takes the cawe ef Jane
Doe of Portlan&' Cumberlsnd Counity, Meine., She is confined in the
Reformatory for Wbmen at Blkowhegan in the County of -Somerset. Under-
Section 154, the Superintendent of the. Eefermatory for Women peti-
tisna . the Judge of Probate of SBomerset County, sets forth all the

faocks ‘and ecompliss with' the statute; and the Judge decldes that the -

inmate of the Reformatory is a fit subject for the Pownal State -
8chool, and he enters a decres committing Jane Doe to the Pownal
State Sohool which record will be on file in the offiee of the
Reglstrar of Probate of Somerset County in Skowhegan, Maine.

. I presume that the intent of the leglslature in enacting this
statute was to save the expense of travel of the Superintendent and
State witnesses to Portland,’ Cumberlasnd County, where such a persen-
as Jane Doe resides and goes through thé procedure of commltment
from en institution so far away as Skowhegan. The atatute provides
that the application be made to the Judge of Probate in any county
in these particular cases.

Ralph W. Farris
Attorney General



