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J"anuary 14, i948 

f\i ·,.;,.. . •·vl 

.:·To N. s. Kupeiian, Superintend~n·t, Pownai State School 

-
.I have yolll' memo 0~ ·.ranuary ~~tJ:?., stating. that you haver be<tn 

conf.rQ~ted·with·a problem which you are referring to me for legal· 
advice. You·state· that you admit pa~ients to Pownal State.School' 
rroJZ1 9ther State 1~t1 tutions ,. su-~h as the :aerormatory f9r Men,· the 
Reformatory· for Women, the State School for Boys, and the Stat•'- · · 
Sehoo'l -for GiJ.'"l.S. You _flf:i-tner s_te.te tJJ.at quit~ &Il_IlUIQ.ber o~ these. 
·easas are being eommitted through the Probate.Courts of.the -counties 
"°he.re these, ins:t;i.tutions ue loeated,. and· you. inq'Uire irhetb.~r you.· 

· shQuld e~ter on yow.•• ~o.oks t:t!,e Qoun.~y where the •ie:t;1,ts nave theil" 
l~g~l residence or the county frQm wh1~h they were· oommitted, · 
' . ' . . 

. /l 

_Iii answer to ._YQ'tll' 'ciuestion I. oal l yo~. a.ttentio~ ~o Se~tiQh :9 · 
of Chapter. _140, .R-•. s_., wij.1ch collfe1-s. jurisd1e~1on upon Judges. of
Probs;te· ·to -probate wl.11s ,· etc., of ·1Iihabitants. Ol'" restdents · of their 
.z-espeot1 ve count!~$~ .end Section·. 154 .of Chapter 23 ,·which provid,es ,. 
that whenever 1 t 1~ ma.de to appear, upon application ··ti;, the Judge 
of Probate .f'.o;t" any ·county, after due no·t1ee .end bearing, tha.t any 
pe~son resident in said. eounty, ~.te.,•, naming the _sevel"al State in~- , 
·stitutions, o;a· s~:pport~d bj an-r t'own, 1s. a.·a?it subjecit tor the Pownal 

·· State School, sueh ,ludge may oonunit. such person, e.te ..-· You can s~e. 
'that' this eoni'ers j'lll"isdiction wit1,qh the Probate· Jud.g·e · exercises 
ip. .-t;tl.e oa.se which you su~it ,on '.your· sample. -fQrnu -~d my ad.vice -tQ. 
-you would be. to ,ent~z, 1n rour books ".the .town· .o·r ·oi ty of _th~ ~ega.l . 
~esidence .~r· the inmate and also. the ~~unty f'rom w~ieh.the inmate • 
was eo~tted b7 th.e-. Judge .11' Pr0l::a t~. _· ·· · · 

Th~ eor,nr4tment f9:c-m which you ~iied me ·takes· the c~we ot J81l& 
:Doa c,t Po-rtlana, Cumbe~land Coilnt'Y, Maine •. She ;ts confined in the . 
Re.f'o~matory· ·tor Women at Skowhegan in the· Colµltt of· Somerset. U~der
Sec·tion l.54~· the. Supe~_inte:Q.d:ent of tlie • Retormato:ry for Women pe·t1,
tio_ns. the J'udg~ of ~ro~ate.- of Somerse.t County,· · sets :forth ·a;i.l the· . 
tacts · Q.n4 eompl1es wi\;Ji1 the statute; and· the .Judge decides that• tb:e 
imna.te. of ·t_he Reformatory is a f~ t subjeot for the Pownal State· · 
School., end he enters ~ decree eo=n,1 tt~ Jane Doe . to · the· .Pownal 
state School, which rec·o~d· :w111 'Qe .on :t'ile in the· otfiee of. the' 
Reg1s.~zi~ 9-f Probate of• S~merset ·county ~ Skowhegan, Maine. · 

I·· presume that the intent· of the leg.ialiture in enacting :~thj.s 
statute was.to-save t~e expense of tra~el of the Superintendent and 
State witnesses to Portland,' Cuinb~rland County, where such ape.rs¢~· 
as .Tah:·e Doe res19:es and. goes through the .procedure. of eommi t:rn.ent 
f"rom an institution so fa:r away as Skow~egan. Th~ statute provides 
that the application be made ~o .. the Judge of· .~obate. !n any oormty 
in these pa:rticular eases. 

Ralph W. Farri~ 
At t_or.ney' General 


