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December 30, 1947 Ve
To Honorable George M. ngis,'Judée-of'?robatesﬂsempréet County

: I have your letter of December 29th relating to -complaints of
negledt of children under P, L. 1833, Chapter 1, Sectlon 204, which

‘18 now Section 238, Chapter 22, R, S, 1944, Ybu cite several cases

which have come undsr your jurisdiotion during your seven years as
Judge of the Probate Court of Somersét County, and I note that'you
have geveral different prehblems of fees in these cases that you have
handled, You regquest me to glve you a definite ruling as %o whether .
or not such fees shouvld be paid out of ecdunty funds, and if so,; whe= .

‘ther in all cases of neglect of children, or whether in part only, and.

if in part only, in which cases payment should come from counby funﬂs.'
You elso ask me to rule on the questlon as to whether or not in any
case of neglect of children, it is necessary for the Judge of Probete
to OF payment of fees and charges from county funds, .and if s0, wunder
what cireumstancas, andito which account the same is to be charged,..

"I refer you to Sectien 237 of chapter 22, R, 3, 1944, which °
providea, ".s The costs of court proceedings under the provisiona of

‘this section shall be btaxed and paid in the same menner as.in any

ériminal process, . 7 You will note that this section also prevides-
that all Tines imposed for the punishment of offenses tmdér any of
the provislons of the neglect of childrsn stabtute sheall be pald over:

. te the sounty treasurer of the county. in which the offenses mey have
* been committed. As these offemses were committed in Scomerset County,
‘the ‘County of Somepset iz liable fop the pa;msnt @f the fees; and if

the ecomplaint and proseeution come iInto your ecurt, youm should subthor-
1ze payment of such fees and eharged from county funds, the same. as 1s
dore. by’ Superi@r Court Justices in crimlinal cases. :

. The Town af Pittsrield should be reimbursed by the county for the
paymeént of these notices in the paper. The town. should not have paid.

for these notlees, but. should have sent the bill to you for appiroval,

and you in turn would have submitted it ‘te the county commissloners,

Persons acting as depuby sheriffs to serve papers or persons aelegated:w
-to ceyse advertisements to be inserted in newspapers, as provided by -

statute, would be considered agents of runicipad boards and would
come undey the.spotion of investigetion and prosecutlion statute. for
neglect of children; and the deputy sheriff feoes and the printing aof,

notices are part of the costs of court, which originate with the filing

of the eomplaint in your courts .

- As the county receives the fees and costs, the legislature. has.
provided that the courity. shall pay the coste, as in oriminal processes,
which means the entire ccst of court proceeding. .

: ’ ‘ Ralph W, Farris
RiWF:s¢ . Attorney General
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