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Deee~ber 30, 1947 4v 
-To Honoral,le qeorge M. Davis, · Ju4g~- of ;Probate,:_ $01t1.er$et OountT 

. . ,, . 

I have TO~ -letter Q~ Deoe•ber 29th relating to-eomp1a1nts ot · 
neglect- o~ children ~"r P. L.- 1933, Chapter 1, Sec.tion 204, •llioh 

·1·s now Sectiop 238• Chapter 22, R. s. l.944. You cite several cases 
which hav~ eo:aie under your jurisdiction _during yom- .seven -,ears' as. -
Judge at the P:ro~a:~e Court .of Somerset Oounty, and. I note tbat you' ,. 
have ~everal d-1:tf'erent problems of feos in th&se cas-es that_ -you. )lave 
handl.ed. Yoti request ~• t9 gi Te 7ou ~ defini t~ ruling as to wheth~i' -
or not such tees should ·be paid out of _county ,U?a.ds, and it so; whe"'.' .. 
·ther in _all eases of negl~ct of children, or whether in put 9nlj, and . , 
if in'- pfl.rt only# i;n wh1:eh · cases l)&-,inent should come froJD. county funds. · 
You also ask ine to rule on the question .as to whe~er or not 1~ an.7 
~ase o.t'.neglect·or chila.Jten, it is neces~ary for the Judge or ~dbate 
to O:S: pajment of' tees. qd chalrges ~om oounty ·funds', :and 11' so·, unde:t­
what'. oil'cumst~oes, andt to which aocolllilt the· SNle• ia· to be ch~ged • .. 

' I ., , ' • • • • • 

' '. 

. .. I ;p~:f'er.':yo-q.· to Section 23'7 ot Ohapte~ 22" R~ S;.. 194ti, ' 11'.hich · 
proTide,i, n_. • 'l'he costs t;>f-. court proceed.ings under the:· ~ovi~ion• Qt 

•th.is se.ction shall. be taxed· and paid. in the sa:m.e. manner as. in any 
crim:!.:na.l process •• , 11 Yo'2. will no.te that th1$ section •lso.' pnvdde•·· 
tha,t all. fines imposed 1' or> t~e punishment -ot o:f'fen~es ~er aliy o:f' 
the prov1slo:p.~ ot' tbe negle_et of_ children statute ·shall be, paid ovei,: . 

. ·ttt the county tr•a.surel' of the -co~t1.-1n wbich the :offenses ~Y Mve 
· bf;'en· committed. ·As these of.f':enaes were committed.~ S~:merset 'Oount'1, 

·ths ·county or· S()mefset is· liable !'or the. p~~nt C)f. _the r.ees;. ~d il 
the. co!J1Plain:t and prosecuti9n oome· "into your ·.eourt, -,- ou sboUl.d authoi-;.. 
1ze pa,men:t; ot such t~es· ·arid· charges fl'om count7 funds, the. amq.e. as _is 
do~e .. ~J' ·super~or Court Justices ,in· erim.ihaJ. ~ases. . · .. · · · 

. . ' . 

· . ·Th~ ~~wu · ~t ~ Pi_tt21r1eid sh~uld be l'eimbu:rsed. b7 the county t~ the 
payment of· these notices in the p~pe~. The town. _should not _·have paii. 
·for these not1ces, but. should b,ave- sent t .he bill to :you for approval, 

• and you _in turn WQuld ha:v:~: ~ubm1 tted 1 t ·to · th, oo-unty commissioners • 
. Pel'sc;n:1~ acting ·as dep~t.1 sheri.f.t's: to serve pa.per.a· or pera(!)nB ·d.e1~gated, 
-to eause advertisements to be inserted in newspapers, as provided by · 
stat~t!9, •o~d be co1;1.aider~d agent!!;! of muni~ipa~ ·l,~ar4s and wou_ld 
.come undeJ" · tb.e. s•ot-;lon of 1nvestigat1011. and prosecution. atatu~. for 
neglect of children; and the depi,.ty_ $her1f:t' f'ees and the printi~ of,. 
·notices are ·pai-; ot the' 09at~ _of court_, whi~h originate rlth -the :f'·1J.1ng 
of ~he •C?ompl.a1nt ~ 7ou:r court. . · · · : · 

As the cqunt-y- recei,ves the fees and costs, :the leg1slature.hai ' 
provided that tl;i.e courit7. . sha.11. pay tne costs,· as in criminal processe~.; 
·which means the entire oe>s t of . court proceeding. 

RWF.:c 
Ralph W. Farris 
Atto~ney ~eneral 
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