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Vecember 24, 1947 

. . 
•. To Dean Fisher, -~•02etu7, J3oar!i of Barbers and Hairdressers 

Be: Elec1-l"ol7sis for the Removal or He,tira . ~ . ' 

Ref'ening . te your. memo ot O~tober 22d 1n·wh.1ch yqu call rq: 
att$nt1on to ahapte~ 22, Seot1on'208, ·R.S. 1944, the't~d para~ 
graph, · which. proTides u followa, "Th• .,e of •l•ctrolya1• tor 
·th~ re!D<)Tal o~ hairs •ia ,prohibited.• You ·turther· state th•t in, · 
the :City ot Portland- telephone. direoto~y ue two .olaas1~1ed ad­
vert~.s~men~s ·adTertis11:ig that ·e1ecvol7:sia is .o·urie4 on: 

.. •Azidre .B.". Cltoteau., Room. ~10~ ·.10 ·o,12peaf~ Square.- Your in.~ . 
spe4'tEJ~· t"cund that. he· has a roolll appa.i'ently (levote.d to thj.s piaao­
·t1e~ ··o~ll:t an4. ·no.t oo~e~ted. rl~b a ~eauty shop or, h.a.1rdres$1J)g e, tablishm.ent • . · · · . · . 

' 
, . ·, Ruth Ti. Lq, 547A C~~es~ Sti($et/ thi~d tlo,o~; ha.a ·a.r.oom 
.imm.ediatelt adjo1n1ng a bea~ty pu.lor, •1ah ha&• c~nneot112g ,door 
a.nd ·is . ope~atecl . by ~he same . })l'oprieto~. · K,isa- Lang . a.ppuentl:, pas.a ea 
ba,ck · ·an~ -~orth . fre.ely between· the ·t•o .eatabliahl.Qen~$, although, cua• 
.tomers a:re ·asll;e~ ;te go ou.t··1nt0 ·th~ pu.'biic ~l and tbro~ ·the · 
other e~tran~e. :"At -t~ t·;llle· or the ~peotorts v~sit, she had ·• 
ouato~r and'_ was praetisi,ng el~owolpis. ,:tn . '.1933;· when t;his ·1a.-· 
f'1,i-at ·went ~to· ~t'~ect·, . Kiss Lang 1f&S pract1•1l:lg. and ,ras ib.vesti~ 
gated flt the" ~~•, 'bliit she no1r, cl~ims.that h~~ at~orne7~ ft&JDIODd 
Oakeal, conferred. wu1;h tl:ie .. Attorn.~1 Gene-ril; . With the ·result ~hat 
-she was .allQwed to . conttnu• praet1t'-ll6•· · . •, . . . . 

. • . . • I . . • 

. -On the above st_atemtint ot faets .you· r~que·st an 111terFet~t~oia. 
.ot the laT. Yo~ --.k: ·, . · . · · , 

. "l• "Doe's·· the quo·ted . sectiou of'. th~.- law pr9~~~t ,the use. of 
el~ct~olysis tor tp.e removal 10:r· hairs only ... 1rheli ~~ct1ced in a ahop 
oth~rw1ae deYoted .to the .practiee. of ha1i,dress1J1$ ·and -bea11t1 cul•• 
turt or bai-beri:ngf~ · - 1 

. , . . 

_ .· . Answer A:s I reaQ. s·ect1on. 208, · the use ·or electro'i7s1s tor·. the 
· remova:i of. ~1r~ . is probJ.b1 ted •. It· s ,ems to -me that 1 t ~.a.nnot · bit 
p~a.ctised. ·1n. th.is St'1te . at all. , · · 

I 

. "2. May,a; peraon·o11ru;ng a beauty parl.;,r having .. acomiectii:ig 
door to a room in whioh eleotrol'J'SiS 1s practiced be. considere~. ·as· 
praotic1ng'e1ectrolys1s 1n a beaut7 puior?" . . 

• .,. answer· _1s 1p. the aff'irma ti ve • · . 

"3. Does·th1s se.ct1on prohibit the use of electrolysis.' for the 
removal or hairs by any and all persons in the State of MaineTu • ·. 

zn-. answer to question 3 is, 1n· my,· opinion, yes: . 
Ralph w. Farris 
At~orney General 
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