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.. Dc,·cember 23, 1947 

To Leon L. Spinney, Esq., Br-lll¥,1Wi~k Municipal·Court 

I have your lette~ .•· •..• -in-whtoh.you ~efer to·:·th~ Public 
Laws ~f'.1947, Chapter 290, S~ction 20, which ~ovides: 

9No ~itness ·shali be allowej 1n a criminal,. 
case tor more th.an. o;ne ti-avel, or t o;r ti-a.vel 
and attendance 1~ more than one case at the 
SB.lne time bef'or.e· an1 · jud1cia1 tribunal.• . 

You· ask · my opini~n on. the interpr~tation of this language.-, . 
and you s•1i .rorth a '.µ.ypothetical cc:ise ·as :f'oll~w•: ."Suppose .Johl1. 
J~nes is a wj,tness_ 1~ four case.a ·a1l heard on-the_· same morning, 
is ·Jc:,hn 'Jo~es entitl.ed ·to a · _w1tn~as fee in each one· of "-he fc;,lll" 
oases,.:· J)l"ov1<11ng ·they 8.l'e against -d1ft~~ent re$po~d•ntsf" 

• I • ' 

· M1 ~we:r 1·s th•t · .Tobxl Jones ,w-ol,ll.d be ·entitled. to Q;i.'ll'J' ~ne 
witness fee and or;i.e · attendM.ce for the i"ov cases, ·hartng· in •d 
that. this appli~s only to ;criminal ~ases. Iz it we~• not thi~ n1, 
an o.f'ficer. oo-uld rll:XL up a large Jri~ess t'ee blll }?7 having e~ght 
or ten. ca.Jes 1n.on.e ~ming el1d ohugill$ a· w1tn~ss t·ee ~or ea~h one. 

. ' ' 

· Let us t.ake 8.l'l.Otller hn,othetioal case on travel, S,;i.ppose. John 
Jones is an oftioer and. he goes from Brunswick to .F :t-eep•rt . to ·. ... 
&!Test ·John Doe,· 'and he ee~ves th.l9ee other ~ompla1nts at th~ same 
time on .. the l!Qie_. trip. Is John Jo:w:1ea-- the· of.ti;e_er, ent1tl$d to tre.- ··· 
vel·for the.other QaaesT 1'lJ" ,mswer to'this question would be, No.' 
He-.:1s ·en~itled. tq onlt one ·tl"avel. . . · · 

.You ask, "Suppose John Doe, 1, a witness 'in three cases· .against 
the· same reiponde:nt which might 'be tried s·epai-atel1 or at th~ same 
time, what. th_en.T"· · 

RWF:c 

:in· m1 opini~ri lle· .•ouJ.:d be· entitled to only one. w1tn~~s tee. 

Ralph W. Farris• 
Atto:t-ney Gene~al 

' 


