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Dec~er ·2.2, 1947 

To A. M. G • . Soule!. -O'hiefi Dlvisi.Qn. qf In•pectic)n.,· Agricultur• 
Re; Legal l>ates l:Qr Pac.Kilts Herring 

' . , 

You ask lily opinion as ~ whether or not herring can be leg~lly 
p-.eke.d from the 15th day Qf December to the 1st ·day of the follOWing 
March. · 

· Sec'tion 198 of Clul.pter 27, R.. ~. 1944., as amended by Ou!J>~ 66., 
P. L. 1945, &i.d Chapter 421 P. L·. 1947, limits the p•ck.1.ng of -~dinea. 
wit:hin the State for s41,e i:ronfMar:ch 1st· to Dec:~r 15th of ··eam. ye,n;; 

·"'WlU>.ever takes# preserves., ·-.ells, ~r offers 
f<:$r ·11ale ·b~~en ~ 15th .day -of ~cembe~ and 
tlle l•t ·day of the fQllawina ~~h, •Y herring 
·for Q'1Uling ;puq,oses .less t6.an a ~• long, 
measur • . d fro~ on,e extre"l:de ~ the ot~r, « pack• 
or cma ·aardute• -of any desc;riptf.on bet!lf$eu the 
15th day of l)e.cem'ber · and the lat -diy of ti. fol• 

.1owiui -~ch, foxfei~ $20 ~:t ~ hwdred ~ 
· so packed or canned) au.d £qr ~ry hun.dred h4ttring 

.S;Q t;aken." . 

Sec.t;iqn ~ 1>£ Chapt_er .2, P~ · l.. 1947-, provides that thia .-ct .shall 
remaµi in -~£feet -for a i,eriqd ·of tw year,s, · aft~r $ich pe.rtod the 
p-re$_ent sta.tu,te shall retm"n to full -fore& .and effect. 

· loti alao pall. my atteat~o.n t;o · Chapter 241 • P. L. 1947 , · which 
definMs t1- term "sa.J;dtne;~11 • which appar•ntly exc~• fr,;,m. t1-
~ of -the word ll •~di-•" _pick.~d ,herring·t kippere·d .SD.Ck~ J 

k.ip~red herrilig, cock~s.1.1 sprei&d, ~m;dtne ,ipre•d• alga sprats • 
.-rG.ine ·e:a1ad, •d :sar~ lU11Chec,u, ~ovidea the.se -products. u~ 
not branded a,s $ardin.et1 o-r herring without a,ny other des~~-

You asked the fur~. question-: "I• it 1ga.1 to pack herring 
that •ffl · ~iaht in~• fJ't mo,:-_ than ~iaht i~hes ·1u length &.iring . 
the period ~rom Decemb-.r 15th to ~c.li la.t?11 

In an,sw~r t.0 both ~ quea.tionit I will say that ~rriug ·cannot 
be leg4lly packed during ~ ·pert.od from t:he 15th of J)ec.eaibJlt tQ. the 
l.lt :day Qf the fo.llQWi'q MaX'~~t .... whe~he,:- they atte .eight ln(:nes or 
more tb,an _e'ight inches~ le~, bec•use the atat1.1tes above cited 
provide that the packing m--c~ ·of 8"di~a Qf uy de~criptiQn 
between -the 15th clay of December and the lat .day of the £-t;,llawing 
March is prohibited. 

'1'.bia prohibition will be found in Se_ctiOi;t. .2 Qf Chapter 42. P.L. 
1947, which is an amendment t-o Section 24 of Chapter 34, R. s. 1944. 

RWF:c 

Ralph W. Farris 
Attorney General 


