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.December 4, 1947 

To L,aurence C •. Upton, Chief 1 Maine State P.o-lice 
Ra1 ·Spot and Fog Lights, Chapte:t 320, • L. 1947 

This department acknowledges receipt.of your memo: 
11Re£erenee ia made to the abov.e n~d law relating to the 

regulat~on-of •pot,· fog Qr auxiliary l~ta. 
"The la:st ·sentence q£ this -law pr.Q'V.idee: i Thia section ah.all n:c>:t 

apply to am.bul,.ances, p()ltce ana fire :deps.rtment vehicles, v-hicl.es 
engaged in highway 11181.ti~nance ~ wre~kere and 'public uti11.ty ~rgenc:, 
service vehicle$} • • • . 

'•we. would lf.lqt yo~ opini01t on J;he exact me&Ding of 1po1ice an.d 
fire department v.h1-c.les• .. we have tTAo ·epecific ca.ueat;iona .f.n mind: 
(1) ~d thi• include vehicles use.d l)y vc:rlunteer fixemen? T.here •re 
two p-r~blems pre1e.nte.d1 ~- where the tlil'Mic'.l.palit.ie$ pay mileage- ft,r 
t,he use .of ·the ve~le, and t~ second wh•re the veh:ti:le is fur11.is.hed sr•tu. (2) would ,it !iielJ;lda vehicl.e·a uaed ·by fire 'investi&•ti:O'lt a;n.d 
inS}>ectiqn_ semc~s1 i,uch a" the ll~•au. ·of Fire Prevel\tion, In1'pectian 
@d ln~•·tigation ot .th$ State Insurance :Department?11 . · 

·The v•b.kles abovC! ia.m.tiQned in categories· one $1.d ·bl>•~ excl\lde.d 
from .the. 0perac:.~ of. the ,xce.pti-on. 1fhe worda 11p0lf.ce and fire depart,,. 
inent :v~hicl•a11 a:re ,-11 ~r.stood eo mean dte vehicles ·of an -.organized 
polk.e or f :Lre .(Japar~ti belongiug ·to the ~partmmit. tu. the . cap of 
a _fire 4epartment, it· wou d -1.n~lµ~ -not .()rtly the fire-fighting appa'ta.­
~ an.d .equipment, but .al-so t;he vehicle$ used by the fue chi~f -lltld 
his deputy, prcwict.d b:y th$ mun1~ipalify as dep•r~t v.ehicles. lt· 
WQuld not .apply to the private plea-sure ears us~d 'by volwteer fire• 
l1>,elt. 1)1 (1ther WQrdl, .. i.t ·would noi:. ltic1ude a vehicle used £~ pleasllt'e 
Q't' b\iS~s.s and,wben the occasiQD. -demands- it, tQ- go to a fixe, but 
relate$ ·.o1ely to vehicles built, equipped 4nd 'urJe.d solely in t~ 
ex.tinguisbment: of fires. · 

AB h 

Abraham Bre.'itbard 
Deputy Attorney Gener.al 


