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November 28, 1947

To A, K. Gardner, Commiszsiomer of Agriculture
Re: Land of Univeriiyy of Maine

‘In your memo of November 17th, you write on behalf of the
Irusteed of the Univergity of Maine and inquire a= to the authority
Qf the Board to anthorize the purchase or sale of lands,

A to the sale by the Trustees .of landsg, the title to which 1s
in the State of Maine, I would say that mnquestiomably they would |
have no agthority to sell this land.

_As to land, the title to which i1s in the name of the Univexrsity
of Maine, the question is not 50 clear and I don*t think I e¢an la
down any general rule for you. Pexrhaps the way to handie that d
be to take up the gonsideration of Lt when the Trustees decide ty
sell a partigular parcel. At that time the racts may be examined
to determine whether the property was bought with tunds of the
Stdte, or whether by devise -or gitft to the Btate, or by devise or
gltt to the Oniversity of Maine/ There have beeq,gtatements in
ruiings made by & tormer attorney general that $88ds and bulildings,
whether in the nsame .0t the State or in the namé of the Umiversity,
are the property of the State, If that be 80, then nome of the
lands c¢an be sald without legislative sanetion.

-Abraham Breitbard
Deputy Attorney General
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