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November 24, 1947

To L. €. Fortier,. Chairman, M, U. C, C.
Re: Interstate Benefit Payment Plan

'I have reviewed the material prepared by the Interstate Conference
of Employment' Security Agencies relative to an interstate benefit pay-
ment plan entitled, "Interstate Arrangement for Determinstion and Pay=
ment of Interstate Claims®, The authority for participation in such a
plan by the Maine .Unemzloymnt Compensation Commission is contained in
gubgection (1) of section 11 of the Maine Unemplayment Gom{ens:umn Law.
The pertinent part of that sectiom of the law reads as follows:

ey Reciﬁ:ocal benefit arrangements. The com~
mission in hereby authorized to entex into arrange-
ments with the appropriate agencies of nther states
or the federal .governmment whereby potential ta -
of eﬁ.‘nmu qa_ben:gfita ﬁccumi.'bf ;:;gr‘m{da: the
i - t cﬂgﬂnﬂ penisation laws Of 8 al states ox
u’ndeg such law of the federal tﬁvermntg ox both
.mgy copstitute the basls fox payment of ‘benefits
ta stuch indiyiduals through 4 nﬁﬁh gpproprigte
agengy under terms which the pomminsion finds will
be faly add reegonable ad to dll affécted interests
and will not result in any substant logs to the
fund, and e commigsion is authorized o reimbuxes
such gtate or federal agency for such benefits as
may bé paid by that aseng upon the basig of wages
recelved in empléyment subject to this chapter or -
te receive from anch state or federsl agemcy spch
amounts 88 mey be paid from the fund upon the basis
-of wages _raqa{md, d in employment subject to the ldws
of such state or of the federal govermment, Any ve~
imbursement made in accordanee with this section
shall be charged againgt the accounts of the em-
ployers whose ac¢punts would have been charged if
;2:: ig:ngﬂtn had been paid directly by the com-

saian.

It is my apinion that the “arrangement” which is in the nature
of a covenant OY A gontract by means of which, if executed, the Maine
Tnenplc t Compengation Commigsion would hécome a party to a re-
ciprocal agreemsnt with other participating states, is in conformity
with the statutery authorization quoted dbove.

It is algo my opinion that the formalized procedures pr.azaxéd by
the Interstate Conference of Employmént Becurity Agencies entitled,
Winterstate Arrdngement for Determination and Payment of Inteérstate
Claims™ constitutes fair and reasonable texrms and conditions sunder
which the Maine Unempl nt Compensation Commigsion would have au-
thority to act within purview of the statutory authorizatiom
quated above.

John 8. S. Fessenden
Assistant Attorney General



