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, . -August 7, 1947 

t - . ,. ·, . 

To Col .•. L~~ence C. Upton; Chief", Maine State· Police 
Re: Bail Commissioners 

. I have YO'UJ' memo or August 6th, stating that :yoµ are faq.ed· 
with rather a -dii'ticul t • problem in· Somerset County in that ·there 11 
onl:r one ba.1·1 co~iaa;Loner there. You sta:te that this bail oOlDl'.1111-
sioner lives i~ Pit~atield·and 1t n~cessar11y fillo~s that the~• · 
are tixo.es when he 1s not available. You state th~t where you run , 
into troublw is o~ Sunday$ and holi4ays, as the judg~s contend-that 
they· cannot ,hold CQur·t on these days ~d thel'~fore are· not in a 
position to ~dmi t. a pers·on tcf bail_.·· 

According ·to my records 1n·th1s office the late William T. 
Seekins, ·clerk .of eourta,. was, a bail oo~ssioner • . l note t;hat _his 
suooes·iloJ- in office, .Attorney William. Ii. Waldlton of Pittsfield, is' 
a.ls(? a bail oom~dss1oner. William R •. King ot, Pittstield .. is also· . 
l1ste4 as a bail commissioner. ~f he h~s not 4eQe~sed o~ .been te­
moved :or has -remQved. fro$ the oount1;- he would .al•o be available~ 

~ I I • • . ' • 

' Tnese .ball commi_ssioners are appointed by the. Super~or Court, I 

~tices. As Clerik of Colll'ta Waldron resid~a in Pit.tsfiela:, I p1-e­
SUJ11e that-he will ~ot .be availab~e at tl!l.e county sea~ ·1n Skowhega.b 
during ·the· periods 1n wh.t,·oh you are running 1ntQ troubl~ in ·s e~uring 
bail '£or . prisoner• who are anti tl'ed to bail. · , 

You ask'·me. t~s qu,eation: "It'. ie ·ari-est a su~ject on· a··$~da.y ~ 
or a• Holiday .in Somers·et CoWlty and. ·the one bail commissioner.e 1• · 
not available·, is there any .legal wa,. that ·said iubject can .. be 'ad•. 
mitted to taiil.? 11 • · · · · ·. 

' 
.·., answer is,·Yes.·The_sul,jeot.can put up ca.sh b~il, .or fou can 

let him go on b,:Ls own- re·oogniz~ce · that he will appear i it the ot­
·rense ~s- n~t of a:· too .-serious· na-ture; -bu'f;;. i,t · 1s m7 advice tc have 
the county attorney request _the Judge ot·the Superior Court at~~ 
next: tel'lll o!' court in Skowhegan to- appoint a bail oomm1ss:1one:E' wno· 
1·s · a resident or Skowhegan. -Be careful not to select· _the .ju,dge· -or . 
the_ .recorder ot the· Western Somerset Mup.icipal Court, ,however, as 
the statute prov~des· that no judge, cle~k or. recorder of. an~_mun1-
o1p~l court·or a:ny trial justioe who is .also a bail commissioner · 
shall_ act ·1n his capac! t7 .as t,ail c0Dlln1ss1oner in an7 case wherein 
the. process is made returnable to his court. · · ; · , . 

· In m-, expezti'ence in actual practice as an attorney, wher• a 
subject has offered to provide cash bail, the officer.would call 
the judge who was going to hear the case the following Mo:r;ida7, -.st 
h11'1 ir that was satistaotory, take the bail, put it in an envelope 
and hoid it until court opened, Monday mo~ning. · 

RWF:c 

Ralph W. Farris 
Attorney General 


