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August 7, 1947 o
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To Col.. Laurence €. Upton, Ghief, Maine State Police
Re: Bail Commissioners

I have your memo of August 6th, stating that you are faned
with rather a difficult problem in Somerset County in that there is
only one ball commissioner there. You state that this ball commis-
sioner lives in Pittsfield -and 1t necessarily fillows that there
are times when he 1s not available. You state that where you run .
into troublw 1s on Sundays and holldays, as the judges contend -that
they cannot hold court on these days and therefore are not in a
poslitlon to admlit.a person to ball,-

According to my records in this office the late William T,
Seekins, ‘eclerk of courts, was a ball commissioner. I note that his
successor in office, Attorney William I, Waldron of Pittafleld, is
2lso a ball commissioner. Willlam R, King of Pittsfleld 1s also
1isted as a ball commissioner. If hée has not decemsed or been re=
moved or has removed from the oounty, he would also be available,

' These baill commissioners are appointed by the. Superlor Court'
Justices, As Clerk of Courts Waldron resides in Pittsfield, I pre-
sume that ‘he will not be available at the county seat in Skowhegah
during the periods in whieh you are running into trouble in seeuring
bail for prisoners who are entitled to ball.

You ask me this question: "If we arrest a subject on & Sunday
or & Holiday in Somerset County and the ome ball commissloners is
not availabla, is there any 1ega1 way that said subject can be ad—
. mitted to hailpl

"My enswer 1s, Yes. The subject ean put up cash bail, or you can
let him go on his own recognizance that he will appear, if the of=-
‘fenss 1s not of & too serious maturs; dbut it is my advice te have
the county attorney request the Judge of the Superfor Court at the
next term of court in Skowhegan to appolnt a baill commissioner who
1s-a resldent of Skowhegen. Be careful not té select the judge or
the recorder of the Weatern Somerset Municipsl Court, .howsver, as
the statute provides that no Judge, clerk or recorder of any muni-
¢ipal court or any trial justioce who 1s also a bail commissioner
shall act in his capacity as bail comnissioner in any case wherein
the process is made returnable to hia court, ;

" In my experlence in actual practice as an attorney, where a
subject has offered to provide cash bail, the officer would call
the iudge who was golng to hear the case the following Monday, ask
him 1f that was satisfectory, take the ball, put it in an envelope
and hold i1t until court opened, Monday morning.

Ralph W, Farris
Attorney Genersal



