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Tc, A~ .X. Gardner, Commi•si-one~. of Agrficul~ 
Re: Ve~er1nar1an'Ji DUties (J>ownini vs. Ball~d) 

I. have your aaem,:, of May 14th w.ith resard to ·tbe above utt-er, 
, tu which you propomid four questiQnS: 

"1. In your o.pin:lQll do ·•e h.v.e a ca.ae gaitn1t hlLard because of 
his ~hanging the dates ·• the hea1th chaxtt•• 

Aus.wu. Ye:a,. providing you can prove :lt was. · done •ith intent to 
de.fr8'1-d ~ · · 

~2. In ,op;r op.inion do we nave a ca.ae .a.geinst ·B'l~l-.rd be-e•ua~ 
l'8 8()1,d a .reactor eqw in.to a -clean ber~t He ·atd ~e a ~•tiv• ~lood 
teJt pl"e•~ly repre:aenting blQod taken -f~om. this puticiilu •1-.1, tt 

An.Bwer .. I _ ~an find~ atatuee wh~h would &,i'9'# . . 10u a ~ase aga:1'18t 
B'1l.lat.a, 4$ l . e:an. •e 11A y-1.Qla:ttt;,n: ~£ $ee~_!QD 2 of eti.pter 275; P. ,:.. 
1945,. wb.ich 1-. an ~t to. · B.ect.it?a 1 l of Chapt$r 27 , a. s. 'You 
will-~ tluit :the p$iitaltf ~latea. _j:;Q violatf.Qit of ~$3.t!u, -.nd 
tW;! ~lla.rd cat~l• -•~e ·not :i{Wlraitth\e,:l w:nen· .they were x-...,..,.eil ~• 
the 1-rd Jllld · •li'Y'ered · ti> Downing. 

•1. Iu 19ur _op1.ut<1.n do. w.e .have a . ~SJ\• q•inst B•1la'rd. because be 
d.f.tlivet•d ·a. -~ in£eet~d with; Qr ~zpos.ed .to·; •hipping fever, • c~• 
tagiq~ di$.e.ue T" . 

· ,Answer. BefDre an~r.bg this ·ciue.at1Qn 1 ~d lik~ it t;.IJ.p_y of 
your IJJl-e• · and Jlegulatum.s ii regard t:o ablpping fttver · at\-d tu de..­
liverr. of an.1-11' infee t•d with Qr ~xposed tp ~tagi.Qus clia~ai,e. 
I ftna. t10thutg 1;n the st•tut• relatb!g thereto. •. ~ 

'"4,. ;tu your op~, frc)a .the evidel.lce presen;ted, bAve we justi,.. 
fication tQ. -.a.spend Dr. tt;,ule1 a a1.1.~wtton b' do .Qfficial. ~sting 
Ul\der the ~an&' s and T. J. proaruua t 

·.bs-.r. · Chapter 275, P. L. ·1945, requiru the CDIIID.issipner to .. 
iuve·•ttiate t1- eid.:.lltence Qf t1,1bercul.aeis, Bang's diaiease~ etc .~ , and 
other in.fectioi.;ut and .ccmtagi.Qua . diiuu1,e,es U1Q1'11 cattle, and for uadi• 
cation -of Jm,.g1 s disease, the ·eona1ssiQner pr hi• qent in ·clutrge :a.f 
liveai:ock ·and sa.uita.ry wQrk sh.a-11·1-ve bloQd from. the muw.la dran . 
by .a regul-1"ly e.J?Pl.ayed State or 'Fe~r4l veterinarian or• ·authpru.ed, 
accr~dtt•d veterinarian, ~tC.. , etc. 

It s~em.s to me ·that Mr. Qou1e has discredited himself by his 
careless and reckless handlµig of the bl@d ed tags in thi• par­
ticular instance. I think you would be justified in refusing to 
r .ecognize him as an accredited veterinarian for the purpose of test• 
ing for·Bang•s disease or tuberculosis, mider this statute. 

Ralph w. Farria 
Attorney General 

B.WF:c 


