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May 23, 1947 

TO. Charl.es F. :Dwinal hqm.re 
Bei Xaxati~ of Reai hta:te .of l,o.dge 

Yo-ur lett·er ot ·May 211:tt: received, relating to ·the queation of 
whether a town may . ~ real estate occupied by a Mas.Qnic Lodge for 
:I.ts QWn purposes. You cite B!!et: vs. Mal!lonip Lodge·,· 7J Maine 42.8. 

· 'lb.e Revi~~d $.tatutes . or 1944, ·chapter 81, section 6, sub·•ection 
Ill, il!it ·a general la• which now ~ts f:rc,m tuati~n th• real and 
per~onal pro_p,arty of .c.ertaili named argani~atf.c:)tts. • • a)ld also .ex ... 
~mpts tb:e re,a.l and per:s.onal 1¢ope:rty ·ot .all ~ .evcu.ent and charitable 
:lns~1tuti<)tuf 1neorporated by the· :State, an.d organ.1zat1Qns whQs,e pro .... 
perty 1.n ~zcesa .o± prdi,nary .expeuaes · t.s he.1~ for the re.J.iet Qf the 
s.i.Ck· $1\d the poo-r. ExJ>resa · p:rovts1Qn1i1, however, 1$ al.~o made fo.~ 
s_o IDU(ih Qt the :tea.I. elf ta~ ~~ed ~ benevo.1.ent -.nd charttahl• ·cQ't• 
pQ:tat:ions as 1.$ not: occ.upied by them fQr their .own purposes to be. 
t .axed.. · · · 

Our· Law Court: h:as haJ.4 that . taxatian J..s ilQ v1.ta.1 $id e.,;, Uni ... 
versa.L ·a na~as1ty under the many demands .Qf g~rnment, that_.. 
empt.1.~n f~m the · payment -n.t ~be tax is the .except1q11, . ua,d never tb$ 
r~J.~., and. the bUr~$Ii 02: proof w:1.th any particu.Lar . ·organizatio,u .is 
on 1:1\S 4n8 wtio clai.lQ ·.th•t it :ia tree frqm the ttSUal 'q;bl1&•ti,01ta, 
~ ~r :Auburn v~.- Y.M.-C.A.-*. 8.6 Ma.:Ln-e·~441 rm ·-ae:aoh ~~k ·As;§O­
·c!_:a0Jcnt vs.- ·M#[ u1 kilii• ·136; 9!!!e EJRQh vs .. · · 1m.an-, ·1~· Milne 67 . 

lt :1s my opinion that U the ·prQpei:'ty 1-, .(MJ.ed. by the A.$~1~~ 
ti.Qn .and not the ·LQdge, ~en though t~ atock .i.s OWlied by. the JAdp 
w111Ch rents the pr.elll:l.e~,. :th1~ wou.J.d not exe,rapt .the pi-emues fr~m· 
ta.xat:1.on,. be.c~e ~ v~ry .. reas.Qll tor the separate carp0rati.Qn, 
wm.ch .1.s to. secure revena.e:• i;rQm rentaJ.s ., .uch as stores 1n ~ 
.Ma.soni.c Blo~., pJ.aces t~ property in tbs t .ax,abJ.e COJ.amll, and .t.tw.· 
question arises a• tQ the taxabi.J.1.ty ·ot the wt\Qa. ~t the property., 
where -an. ~ome is c1er1ved :trom any · part ot same whlc.h is not useij 
fo-r cttartt'l.ble pu:rpoa,es and 1s pat.d to an a.saoc.ut10n otbar tb.a.n 
.the Masonic ·· Lc)dge. • o • 

Ralph W. Fu-r:1..s 
Attorney General 


