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April 15, 1947

To. L. G. Fortier, Chairman, M. U, €. C.. _
Re: ' Status of umemployed {ndividnal recovered from Disability

Generally speaking, the benefits of the Workmen's Compensation
Act are intended to ald am emploze.e who 1s unable to work or partially
disabled as & result of an indugtrial accident, The Workmen's -
sation Act, however, makes ;f:r-.wision in more or less arxbitrary amounts
to compensdte a workingman for a permangnt, impairment such as results
from the loss of a 1imb or an eye, In order tv arrive at the amount
which may be paid, either in the form of weekly payments or 4 lump sum
settlement, a disability is presumed to exist for a stared number of

weeks, This 1s merely a atat’ut:aﬁ presumption, and hds nd bearing
whatsoever pn the employee's avallabiliry for work as a matter of fact.
The amount that an employeée receives for the loss of #n eye 1s in the
nature of liquidated damages for the injury, and not as compeusation
for the time is unable to work. : '

nonsegugntl , in a cAse of an employee having lost his eye, but
recovered fx :I.nju:_g to the extent that he iy fully capdble of
performing his Former job, that individual, whem mmemployed because
of lack of work, is entitie_.d te claim his wunemployment co;lpensa 1on
benefits, even though he ma{o:ti.ll, be receiving an award from
Indugtrial Accident Commisslon for the lass of the eye.

John §. 8. Fessenden
Asgistant Attorney General
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