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-·.,...--... -- -~·-· :· ~.·'I: •. ~4,. .. -::"'!"·-:~ 

Marcb. .7, 1947 ¥-· 
' .. 

To Honorable-~• ·waldo ·_Burgess; House of B~presenta:ti,es 
:. 

· I haTe .your request f ·or an opin_ion,. dated ?iJarah 7th, .. asking 
whether or ~ot snow· remQval, -aanding and winter maintenance of · 
h~ghwaya re~ardless ot .des1gnat1~n .or said highways is in .an.1 way 
·a violation .of'· the oonstit~tional amendment which p~oh1b1ts the 
use of high•a~ .fulids including g~s . tax, etc.,. tor- any, ot-her- plll'poae, 
than h1~wa.ys. 

b'ticle LXII ,:;,t the Constitu~ion provides as. to-llowa: 
. . . j 

"All revenues de~ived from fees, excises ·and· 
license taxes relating· to registration, op~~a­
_tion .and use · o:C · vehicles .on public highways, 
and'to"f'uels uaedtor - the propulsion of -s~op 
vehicles shall be exp~nded'solely for. oost or 
adml.nistrat'ion, statutory refunds . and a:djust­
ment·s-·,. payments of -d~'bts and l1abilftiea, .in­
our~ed _in c,onat~uction~ reconstruction ,or ~igh-

·ways and · ~idges, the ~oat .of 0onstruct1on, _ 
re'con~truction, maintenance and .repair ot publi1'· 

· h,ighways and 'bridges· under the· d.irec'bion ot· · . ·· 
· -~upervi•i.on or a . state dap~tment having jur1,­
"d1~t1on -over such 'highways and bridges, • anq. ~x­
pen~e ·ror. state enforcement ·or traffic laws . · 
and ~~all.not . be•div~~ted ·r~r any purpqse, pro• 
v!ded that .these limitations shall not •$,pplJ to 
revenue .from an excise tax on motQ~ V$1oles 
imposad. in·lieu o:f' pel'sonal pl'operty tax·." . . 

You will. note.that. this amendment refers: to ·ma1ntenance and. 
repairs of public highways and bridges und~r the direction and 

. ·.supervtston or the Sta·te department ,h4ving jurisdiction o\ter· State 
· highways. · · . . · . 

. ,My a'riswer ' tc;> your ques~ion is in ~he negative. Snow rem.ov'-1 . 
'and··sanding, in my opinion, are included in maintenance .or llighways · 
under the juria'd1ct1on of th~ Highway Commission, ,µid ,aoney. used 
'for · sno·w :removal and sanding· .is not used in violation of the 
~e;idment quoted .·abqve. · 

·Ralph W. Farris 
At ~orney Gener al 


