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To E; E. ·Roderick, Deputy Comm!ssioner of Education 
Re: Legal Disposal ot a S~ing Pund Raised tor· a Specific Purpose 

I have 70\11' memo ot February ~8th, stating that an inq'ddrT 
has come to your ott1c• aa to. what legal disposi t1on o an be .made . 

, ot fund.a appropriated and deposited as- a sinking fund tor · tll• · -
erect"ion ot a ·n:ew ~ohool building. • 

r You fu.i-ther at-.te .that ther~ is a movement on foot to uti.l:,iz~ 
these f'\11lds tor-other tila.achool purposos and you ask whether it 
is regal for the town tc;, divert thes_e .tund,a for oth~r ·,.J:>urp~sea. · 

our Court has ruled. in Bulll.l"d v •· Allen·, 124 Maine 2·e1, th.at 
a to'Wn is tree to a.ot as j.t pleases withlii f.ts :1egal scope; that 
it may t alee · a~tion in one d.ire~tion tqda7 and in another ·.d~:rection 

, .tomox-r:0•·, provid~d 1t does no~ impair i~tervening rights. 

The to~, in 'illy opinion, h~s•a j1ght to _transter these funds 
tor other purpo~~s; 1t it so votes at~ legiµ toWll me&t1ng. · ~ 

This is prbbablT·too late tor your town m.eetiRg ·on-Mai-ch 3rd, 
but some of the$e town meetings have been p~stponed, and 10u may 
use this a• ,to~ se~ fit. 

RWF:o 

/ 

Ra1ph W. Parris · 
Attorney General 
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