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.T'anwiry 27., 1~47 

To ·Hon .• Horace H1ldre·tb., Governo:r ot Maine 
. ' 

Re: Memo -rrom Jobn w ,i Moran, Executive Secret EWY~- dated Janu.ary 
22nd', -to yours·elf, re Official End. ot ,War . . . . . 

As· .. resu1..t -of a · con.f-e;oence with ~n&ral Phi loon, your 
Admin;istrative Assistant, FridaJ atte~noon, and a memo,fro~ Fx-ed 
W •. Rowell.-, ·Director_ of . Veterans., Affairs, I will say that· in · 1frf . 

• opinion, any.prool~t1on by the Governor or Joint Resolution o~ 
the Legislature decl.aring the o1'i":i:cial end ot the. provisions _of 

.Qhapter 305 ot the Public Laws ot 19~1, _known·as the_ Civil1$?1 · 
Defense Ac~, will not mater1._i1y·_ af'.fect any ~ecutive· O~ders _now · 

· outstanding under the provtsi~ns of ,this 'AQt. .: · · · , · • . . . . 

. Under Section 13. "or· said .:ot-, . ;t t :remaine·d in foroe •up.i11 . six 
m.onths after the ·state of war ·cease.~ between· the Uni'te·d -States 
and e.very foreign go·verpment, · or until such time as the legislature 
by conc~rent resolution or the Governor by p~~cleµnat1on J!lai desig­
nate~ ·However,· it the provisions· of'. this act shov.ld b~ suspended · 
by P.~Oc_lamation. ol' _resolution o:f the l.egislat~e, .· it woul'd.· a.i'feot 

, Council_ O:rder. lq.. 24_0,; p$.ssed September _6,· 1945, creating ·th~ •. 
otric• ot Director of Veterans• Aftai~s and·re-dir~oting the ac­
tivities of this department., unster the prov1s1Qns of· tbe 0,1v111an· 
Defense Act of -1941, as. the statement· o:r- .ra.qts 1n said Counei.l;. 
Order -~~ses the action in said order o~ the provisions of Ollapter . 
306 1 . P. L,· 1941. 'l!he or~el' autho-riilng the _creation ot the ot1'1:ce-

-and r~•d.i11eeting tl;ie affairs of ·the department 1s based oz;i that- .. 
s·tatute· •. It that statµte is repe~ied,. the off1ce will ~ave no .. 
standing and· will hav_e to ·be tr~s,feJ;"red back to the D~l)artment 
of a~alth and Welf$re, together wit~ ·the app11opr1at1on.acoount, 
No. 4610. . · · 

. I talked this over with General Philoon and suggeated·tll,at· 
in ol"C,.er to .save the 9ffice ot Director or V.eterai:;i.s_• Aft"ai:rs, it 
Jidght be we11· to have the act termj,,nated by Joint' Resolution of, 
the Legislature, a~ in tb.e same resolution that terminates. the: 
Civilian Defense Act, you coul:d re..,c11ea~e the office of Ditector. 
of veterans I Affairs fol". a .oert·a1n period,· until ~he legislature 
by aot -mak~s the office permane~t. 

Ralph .w: Farris 
Attorney -General 


