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. ~ .tanuary 241 1947 

To -~he Hor;LOi,ab.l.e' Ho:race Hildreth and the Exeouti ve ooi.mcillor,i:. 

. Rete~ring ·to Co.unoil. Order emanating from the· Pcn-e-str7· 
Department I which,••• · table·d on · J~uar7 ·15th · on, motion of• coun"" . 
cillor Emery and whiqh provides fo~ the transfer Qt $16&.08 trom 
the · contingent :Fund to make up the detioit-ip. order-to compl-eto 
the award of .first·, · ■eoond -and third. prize.a under a gi:t"t 1'?9o:rQ. 
Benjamin, c.- Jordan ot. Alfl"ed·, Maine, Qt $1000., which waa aoceptec:1 
by tha 74th Legislatt.n-e ·by qhapter 67 .Qf .~he Re•olves of 1909, · 
provi'ding that the c·ond4 tio?is · 91' said gltt ·were to be carried out 
bJ t~e · S.t _ate Fore.at Co~ssionei_-.:- · 

. . . . . 

. . Su't)sequently, the. 84th. ·Legi-,.la~ure, by Chapte:r- 157 ot. 
the ae.·sol vea of 19_29, · modifi_e.d t:qe condi ~ions o"f_ ·-:;he g1·t t, ·which 

· modiflca~on was .~P:PJ"~ved ~1 ~l· .the_ heirs -of the. ~aid donor. 'l,1l;le. 
time or th·e contest . was made .. to read onoe . in five years ancl 1,he 
·pl,'1ze$ .. a.a,. ~irs_t p-rize, $125; second prize, •75; thir.d prize, • $50, 
as ·o'1tl1ned in said ·oouno11. Order. . . 

· . . Acooi-_d111g to. the, Co'111!)1l :ordeis, ~e last. award: -under 
tl).e conditio~, ot ·: this gif't •as reque~ted on Febr~ary 10, 1943, tor· 

•.'the period· en-ding D~cember 31, l94l:. · Aeco~ding to ·the , ·statement· ot · 
tacts-~ in sa-1d ··counoil Or.der· upon whioh .you a■k an Qp!nio~, tb,a . 
Jordan Fores\;rf Fw'ld shows onlt · $83. 92 ir;i. acc,:rued.· interest., I 
-presume for the pe~iod endj.ng De~e~ber 31, 19•6~ ' · 

• 
. : .It ~• · apparent tb.at _th~ lfilg1alat'1I"e paa,aad . Cl5.apter 167. <. 

of the Besol ve~: ot 1929 oil the aasumptioA ··tl?,at :$1008 woUld produce · 
·$250 at .the rat_& of. 55' in .five·7e~s. Now that oonditions.ha.ve' 
changed do . that 1t liatJ ean2ed onl7 ta3,92 during 'the p:~t t1ve 
7e~s, i ~ s-ee:ms that this 1nves.tment should be checked. $.nd ;tn
:v-eited to '-pi,oduce at a. hipe~ rate ,9t interest, or th'e present · 
leg1,-1ature ~ho:uld ·paes anqther ·resolve q modi:f'y,tng the cQnditions 
o.f said gi.tt ao· that the (}o.vern?r ana Co1m:e.i~ •111 · not be oblig~d 
tQ. · make llP . the def'ici t .:f'rom -,the Contingent P,un~ ~ which 1"&S ·not 
the 1nten:t of · the donot :no.r ot the 84tll Legj,:slatm-·e .when the 

'eondltions ot t~is gift were -dif'i~d by. •~id R~solv~ in ·l929; 

It these prizes have _ been iwarded b1 .th~.-- J;P~restrj ·D•--
: p1U'tm$nt, the State of Main~ is · 1n dut7 bc)und ,to ~ury · th,:Pough 
its · co~tract with the person~ nanu,d in the Counoil O~der. I.•ould 
suggest that the For.est Commissioner preseiit a ·aesolve· tQ ,.the 

. present Legislature aaking for fl66.08, · s~ating .the-·reasons tor 
· aa;me, and J?O■~ibly mo~f:tp.ng the conditions. of s ·a1d gitt, ~f the 
Forestry Department deems it fea•ible and w1ae :a:t t.his time, ta
king .into eonside-ration, ·or course., whetbe-r or not the ~tate de• 
rives1!~ff'io1en~ be~etit from .these oontests to award pr1z~s . .:f'r~m a 
,fund/irm.~ there is 1nsuttic1ent money avail.ab~e for this purpoa.e. 

. . .. \ 

I am. looking at .this matter from a ·legalstandpoint, and 
! think the m~tter should. be discussed with.the Fore8t Commissioner : 
·betore this, Council Order is passed, so that the Gonrnor and Council 
·.w111· have some in!'Qrmat1on as to how long this deficit iss,ing ··to · 
continue. · • . 

· Ralph . W. Farrie: 
RWF:c Attorney General 

.. \'I 


