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J~ Zl, 1947 

· Te Fred W. Rowell, Dire.ct:or :of Vet.~~ans• Affairs 
.Re: T.t".ansfer Qf Veterans' Relief from Health & . Welfare 

I hs.ve· your memo of ~ 23rd- st.a.ting. that the Gaverm:r • a 
Office has asked you to s;e~ .the op.:bion of this. department :on 
·the following ·'1.uestions: 

·" ll) :Qo_ea th$ _Govexnor and ~unc:ll ha.ve f1u.tb:>rity under Sections 
S c.d 6 of :.clutp~r 3_05 of ·the public ·La.we. :of ·1941 (p.ublish.$d as ,a. 
a.u.ppleate.nt in the· Public L•s -of 1943) to ttan.sfer to the Division 

·.of Ve~rans Affairs ti. progr$11 now b~ing adm:1,nistered by Be.al.di 
and W~lfare under sect.ions 299-306 of Cha;pter 22 of tbe Revised 
St4tt¢.e•tl" 

htp9r. My anawer t.o Q\ie1't1on.1 is in the affir.mative. 

•" (2) Does the Gbft.rnor and C'Q.unc11 have a1,1th0rity un.ch!T .sections 
S and. 6 .-of -Chapter 305 of the· PubliQ JAws of 1941 to trartsfe~ II> the 
Divisi.Qn .of V~terans Aff•irs from He•lth .and welfare Ji,ny a:,nies 
app,:op:r!ated to Health .. lllld Welfa.re ~or the Administration of Yeteli'an.s 
&elief ·u;nder 'Se~tions 299~.306. of Chapter .2,2 of the R.e'Vised Jt.atutea, 
a,nd ttot pre.v'iously ~e·d ·by t~m for tmit ·:pu:rpos,e in 

.Answer. ~ ,inswer to Qwastion 2 is in the affirmative • 

. "~~ l:£ the Governor and Co\Jltcil -1\S.Ve s.uch attthoz'lty and si oul.d 
make :a. transfer of fl:ctivities •d funds. J1.Duld the: Council .c>r~r 
a.athoris:ing the trat\SfeX's r.enut.in in eff·ect after Chapter 305 of ti. 
.PuQ1:Lc Laws. of 1941 cea,ed . to remain in force as provided f()r in 
s.ac tiQO. 1.3· thereof'?" ·· 

-~r ~ MJ answe:t to QUestion 3 :ls :ln the negative. 

"(4). If ·the C.overno:r .tmd (:c>uncil 14clt 1U,ttbori.ty to ~ sie 
t:r.ansfer Qf ·s.ct_ivities $l:d ·fup.ds,· does ~ Legi_sl•ture- have 4dthority 
to grant such ·pawrs t.c., the Governor :and council irr~spectivt of 
Cha;p~ 304 of the. Public UWs ·of 1941 ~ any .othe.r law or a.uy c()n• 
st1tU:tional provieiOt'l'l" · 

Answer.- My answr to Question 4 is th4.t, when ~ a.utharity 
~rred by Chapter 305 -ot the Public LitW.s o~ 1941 is ended by J-o~ut 
Re.so.lu.tion bf the Ltgialatm."e or by procl.$nat1o.n· of the Govem.c:r , · the 
Legislab:tte, being the law-•ing body of the .State, can deleg~~ 
11:uch pcners to·the Governor and CQmu;il as it deems f:lt and are nc;,.t 
contra.ry to the Constitution of Maille; ~d if the Legislature deems 
it feasible, it can extend by statute the ~s which were gralited 
by. Council Order #2401, date.d September 6, 194.5, which created the 
Off :1,ce of Veterans Af:taira. · 

BWF:c 

Ralph w. Farris 
Attorney General 


