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Ja'nuarv 10· 1947 • ,# , 

" 
I have 7our me~ of J1muar7 9th recalling .a .confereJ:1oe held 

1n my o.f'f~ce las! .SUl!IDlfr relating to the mfthod of··computinS pa:e-1-
mutuel pool• ·-payable -to the var:S,oua agricultural _.soc1e.t1es of tne 
Sta~e under the ame~dment eonte.ined in_Chapt~r 361 ot the Publ~c 
Le.ws of 1945 .. · 

.J . . . . 
- · ·.I recall the persons present · at 4:l!!l,id con.t"et-enee an~ that it 

was agreeti among all the c97lt!9rees at .tha~ time th~t the computa
tion would be 5'1 of the_ 31'. ot the pari-mutue.i. pQols during each 
racing season, so that the agriculttu:i:'aJ. societies would receive. 
5~ as prb.vided ·in aa14. aot at. 1945. It w-as understood at that . · · 
meeting and •~plained ~7 you that_ the $5000 place~ in the general 
app:r-opr1at1on bil_l. was merel7 an -est1:ma.te ,uitil such time as the· 
1·945 act . became e.f'f·t,cti ve. . , · · ' .. . . 

· '1e1U at ate that.: JO~, ha~e' no tno•~edge as to how _or 07 this · 
$5000 jtem W$S put·1nto· the general approp~iatiQn aot; ~ut·I •111 
say that -Mr. Mo'asman, who ,ras finance commissioner in 1945, ad.,•_ 

. vlsed me that t'hj,s .would· appear. in,· a· _genej-ll. appro·priat~on · act to 
~-~, ~ , · pr~t,·ct tl1,e ·atip~111ds for t~e ag:,1cult'Ural. _societies until such 

···--...:. 'V •- .. time· as an estimate cou.1d be made 8:f the 5~ of .the ·3½· of the . 
. par!-mutvel ·_pool tmd~i' the p~o·yiaiona or •Chapter ;561,. P._ t,. 19-4$, 

which was-n~t etteotive until July 21, 1945., ·bacause ~he ola law 
provided that an appro:gr1.at1on should be ~de .t"rQ:til .. the State - . 
treasury; ~ot -to exoeed-1¢ per ~nh~bitant or the ·state, to be 
known as th~. State stipend.to~ aid-to agr-1cultura1 1soc1e"-i•s. I 
'believe· ·I .a4v1aed fir.· Moss-raan r.irallt durlng .bhe ·session of the·. 
92nd Legislature t~at that law was pndator7., that a stipend· 
should be provided to:r until a·ucl).. time as· the new amendment -be-
came effective~ · 

... Your e.omputationi, as agre_ed at th~ cott:tere:n_oe ls.at summer-; 
• meets•~ith ~7 apprQval, and_ I feei·ibp,t.tl;le Dep~~ent·or Agri• 

culture should lap,e the $5000 appropriation for ~~e current 
year and that this· meets· the requirement of the etatute and -the 
intent 9f t:t..leg1a1atl1re. · . . 

Thie modiffes ~ ruling o.fl'Pebruary 14, 194«$. 

RWF:c . 
-cc: Commissioner 0£ Agriculture 

' Ralph W. Farris 
Attorney General .. 


