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September 17, 1946 

To Military Defense Coamission 
Re: Reimbursements to M1:]11icipalities - Airports 

Ceueral -Carter left these files in -order to obtain approval .from 
the Attomey General's Department relative to reimbursement, so-called, 
to be made to the municipalities for acquiring lands for airport pur­
poses, as a part of the military defense of the State. These arrange­
ments apparently were made while the country was at war. '!be Comrlssion 
agreed to pay half of the cost of acquiring land for that purpo.se and 
of the other expenses connected therewith. 

·I do not find any direct statutory provision which autbori~s 
such an arrange~nt. Under section 24 ·of Chapter 12, cooper•t:l.on is 
authorized with the federal gove~nt and the municipalities in 
·establishing a coordinat_ing nation defense in this. ltate, 

.. especially in the providing of equipment, 
training, facilities, suit-able quarters for 
troops and supplies, and buildings and lands 
for military purposes." 

In the next 1:1entence, it is provided that: 

HThe ~ommission may acquire real property 
by right of eminent domain ••• for the pur­
pose .of construction an.d/or improvement and 
maintenance of armories, airports, shipyards, 
and ·other military facilities.11 

It would seem, ·however, by the la~tter provision, that the title 
was to vest in the State Qf Maine and could only so vest if it was 
taken by euµ.nent domain by the Military Defen·se Comnis_sion. 

On the other hand, as to the airports in question, the title was 
taken by the municipalities. · 

See also 50% of cost of constructing buildings for armories, 
under Chapter 80, Section 112. This probably is where the 50% idea 

came from. · 

AB:c 

Abraham Breitbard . 
Deputy Attorney General 


