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Septemb~r 4, 1946 

• 
To Harrison C • .Greenleaf, Commissioner 
Institutional Service 

Re: Patrick Desveaux, MSP 7617 

Receipt iB aoknowiedged of your memo ot September 3rd, ad­
vising that the above subj,eot is an 1·nmate of the Maine State 
Pri'son, serving a sentence of 4 to .8 7e·ars on ·a charge o.f breaking, 
entering and l~ceny, and another sentence of 1 to ·2 7ears on a 
charge tlf escaping .f~om the county jail, ·both. of which wel'e. imposed 
on June a, 194~, ·by the same court, without any. ref'ere'nce _as to · 
whether the ·same were·to run oonsecutivel7- en co~currently. 

In ·the matter or· Breton, -Petitioner, 93 Maine 39 at page 42, 
our·. Court declared the rul e to be as f ~l lows :· 

~All the authorities. agree ••• that in the absence 
of any statute, if it is not stated in .either of 
two sentences imposed at the same · time that one of 
them shall t ak:e ·. eff eet at. the expiration of the 
·other, the two periods of ~ime _named will run con­
currently, and t~e two punishments be executed· · . 
simultaneously. SU•D Mr .• Bishop declares to be the 
rule of the common law • • ·• and such has been the 

· unquestioned .rule of ·proced~p in this state •. It 
is· tam1l1~ praotide· that whe'jer the court ~- · 
posing several sentences desires to have one. begin 
on- the expiration ot another, . that ·raet is expressly 
stated in the sentence; and ·whenever -the-- cour_t in­
advertently tails to have the sentence re·corded in 
tha~ form, or from leniency intentionally omits to 
add such a prov1s1on, and the convict is oo:imnitted 
in pursuance or such sentences, he is e'ither volun­
Da.rily·releaaed by·tAe jailer, or discharged on 
habeas.corpus at the expiration of the longest 
term named in either of the sentenoes. 11 . · 

I ·there:f'ore advise you that under the. rule ·above etat,ed, 
the sentences imposed on the subject above named ·would run con­
currently and he would be eligi bl~.· for. parole a.f'ter having served 
the minimum of -the 4 to 8 year sentence. 

AB:a 

Abraham Bre1tbard 
Deputy Attorney General 


