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To S. F. ·Dorrance, Livestock Specialist 
Animal Industry 

July 9, 1946 

This department acknowledges recei:pt of your memo of July 
3rd, to which. wa:s att_a·ched a claim fo~ :$300,• approyed by the. 
selectmen of the Town of Tell'l:pl~, for damage.;· done by .wild animals 
to beaver of the claimant, ·Alex W. Sanborn. Your inquiry from 
this department is whether a beaver is·a-domestic animal for 
which a ela·im ma-y be allowed and paid under 'the provisions of 
Section 16 of Chapter 88. · '' 

.. The wording of the. statute is, 11,Vhenever a.n-y sheep,. lambs, 
or other domestic animals a'r, kill~d·or injured by dogs or wild 
animals, " etc~, and then other provisions f'or the method of ap
praising and det_ermining the eompensation to ·be patd. 

A- beaver is no.t a domestic animal. Hence this damage is 
not compensable under the provisions of this statute. "Domestic 
animals n as there used, refers to such animals as are "tamed, 
as_sociated with family life; aoous-tomed to live in or near the 
habitations of man, pertaining,,belonging or relating to a 
house." 

AB:o 

I 

Abraham Breitbard 
Deputy Attorney General 


