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• 

To State Park Commission 

Re: Rei~ State Park.- Legal Fees. 

This department acknowledges receipt of your memo of ~ 7th rele.ti ve 
:to the bill su.bmi tted to this department b;r Morris Cox, examiner and ab­
stractor of the title to the Reid State Park. The CoJ1111ission returns the 
bill with the notation that the same was not incurred by- tha.t ,department 
and that 1 t therefore lac~s authority to P83 it, 

. . 
The fact 1s· that it 1s a bill that ia incurred b;r that department and 

properly chargeable to it.At the time that this gift was proposed by- the 
donor, the Governor, ~ccompBll1ed by a member of your Commission, a member 
of tbe Council, and the writer, visited . the area oi the proposed gift and· 
there was a conference held ooncerning it. At the time, I stated that 1 
should need the deeds o:r copies thereof involved in this area, and 1 t would 
also be necessary to eum1ne the title,. in view of the large expenditure 
of money not onl7 to supply the park area with the f'acili ties neoeasa17 to 
maintain it as a park, l-Jut lilanriae the area adjoining it over which a road 
would have to· be built to the park, requiring an expend! ture of a SW1St~ 
tial swn of mone7; and this should not be, done in any case 11nless the State 
first satisfied itself that · the clonor had a title tha' is :reaaona.bl;r fre·e 
end clear of encumbrenc,s and that there are no outstanding substantial 
interests • 

. The G-overn.or acqa.iesced in this suggestion and accordingly directed 
that the title be examined. 

. . 
The Department thus emplo;ved Mr. Cox, a veteran wbo had just returned 

from service and who is an able abstractor, to examine. this title and ta.rnish 
the department with several copies of the abstract. This he has done and .has 
aubmitted his bill, whioh is ·reasonable in view of the time spent in the 
Registries of Sa&adshoo end Lincoln Counties, and his expenditures for ser­
vices of an engineer who had preT1ous4" made a plan for the N&T.f Department, 
which leased a portion of these premises for target .practice. 

Now this gift has been accepted by the Governo-~ ·and Council as a State 
Park, which under the statute is UJlider tlie · supervision of the Park Commission. 
T~e bill inau.rred is a most. essential part preparatoey to the acceptance of 
the~.gift. It is not a _part of the services which this· department is requ.ired 
to rend.er to the Connnission. We are al¥u"ged bJ the statute with the a:a.ty- ·or 
advising the Comission, .but we can only advise the,m after an abstract he.a 
been prepared of the record title. This bill is one that was properly incu.rred 
and chargeabl~ to your department; and hence 1 return the same for pqment by 
it and request tbe.t you approve it for p,qment. · 

J...:S: C 

Abraham Ereitberd 
Deputy Attorney General 


