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.To ~l~red W. Per~ns, Insurance Commissioner 

Re: Inc~ntestability of Life Insurance·Policy 

Mq 14, 1946 

I have your memo of Mq 13th, calling my attention to Section 140 of 
Chapter 56, R. S. ·19~, relating to a policy of life insu.re.nce being incon­
testable after it shell have been in force dnring the life time of the 
insured for two years after 1 ts date.; You state tbat several companies 
would. like to··make the incontestability one year instead ·of two e.s provided 
in Section ·14o, and you comment that this is a liberalization of the poliey 
contract in favor of' the insured, and ;vou ask me to advise you whether 1 t 
ia permissible for companies to limit. their•1ncontestability-pperi0d under 
the two years required 1>7· the statu.te. 

It is my interpretation of tbe statute that the twc-7ear· period is a 
limitation in f'aTOr of. the inaured., and if the compan~es se·e fit to limit 
their incontestability period un~er the two-year statutory- limit, it would 
be permiesible. for your department to approTe nch a con tre.ot, as mah a 
contract would be in faTor of the insured.. 

RWF:c 

Balph_W. Farris 
Attorne7 oaneral. 


