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May 14, 1946 

To Harland A. iadd, Coomissioner of Education 
Re: Teachers for Physically Handicapped Children 

I have your memo of May 13th relating to your attempt to ad- . 
minister a program of special education provided under the provisions 
of Chapter .149, P. L. · 1945. You state that the department is· having 
great oifficulty in. ·obtaining the services ~f teachers with special 
training enabling them to deal effectively with child~en who are 
partially seeing, hard of hearing, defective in speech, etc,; that 
you have many·such child:ren throughout.the State with applications 
fully processed, but for whom no program is in effect because it has 
been impossible for the depar~ment to find teachers with the educational 
background, including some methodolc>gy, far dealing with children so 
handic.apped. 

You state that this creates a bottleneck .and that in an attempt 
to elim_in.ate this bottleneck special coursea will be offer2d .at Gorham 
and at the University of Maine, at the summer sessions, which aim to 
tr.eat with some ·of the fun~ntals necessary for teaching these 
atypical children. You further state that the establishment -of these 
cour$es is only part of the problem, as teachera mu.st be encouraged 
in some way to use their summe.r vacation.a for this spe·ctal props.ration. 

Upon the ·basis of the foregoing facts, you ask my opinidn as to 
whether or npt ,under the prQVisions ·of Chapter 149 a portion ·of the 
appropriation might be used f.or a matching. subs.idy to towns for the 
purpose of making availabl_e scholarships for teachers who will avail 
themselves of the proposed summer _cQurses, in the intere.st of ·providing 
better educational oppo.rtunities for handic.apped children, under this 
enabling statute pass.ed by the l~st legislature· • 

. -Chapter 149 P. L .• 1945, conta.ins nip.e sections, numbered ·1so-A 
to 180-I, inclusive. I call your attention to the provisions of Section 
180-C, under "Definition~•, which provides as follows: 

"Educat.ion_al ,services for physically handicapped 
children shall include the training of teachers, 
and the teaching seriri~es for crippled, partially 
seeing •.• chi1d~en. 

I further· call your a.ttention to the last sent~e under Section 
180-D, which reads: 

"Subsidies on an individual pupil basis are to 
be used for schools in treatment institutions, 
pupils attending classes in schools n~t in their 
regular school districts; the same to be distributed 
according to rules and regulations established by 
the division of special education.*' · 

I also call your attention to Section 180-I, under the heading 
"Appropriation", which states in the fourth line thereof: 
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"• • and .the sum of $7,500 for subsidies, 
scholarships and reimbursements to local · 
school districts.; • • •11 

Reacli~g the purposes, definitions and ·appropriationa in this 
bill together, I am of the opinion that it was the intent .of the 
legislature to give the division .of special education .the authority 
to grant subsidies under the provisions of this act for the purpose 
of aiding in the training of teachers for physically handicappeo 
children, and it was not the intent of the legisla,ture to create a 
bottleneck in sp~cial c.our·ses in this kind of instructipn. It is my 
opinion .that a portion of the appropriation may be used for advancing 
aubs.idies to towns for the purpose of making available scholarships 
for teachers who will avail themselves of the proposed summer session 
off~ringa in the interest o~ prQViding better educational opportu­
nities for handicapped · children, under the provisions of sai-a Chap_ter 
149, P. L. 1945. In other words, educational servic.es for physically 
handicapped ·childl:en include · the training of . teacber·s and the legis•­
lature provided the suat of $7i500 for sub·sidies, scholarships and 
reimbursements . to local achoo districts. I base my ~terpretation 
upon the .word _1 scbolarship1 un.~r _Section 180-I of the Act . 

RWF:c 

Ralph w. Farris 
Attorney General 


