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·k'\1illiam a. Mahcinay-, Esq,. 
120· Exch,.nf,e .Stree~ 
Po11tl&fld · 3 , .. Ma1ne. . 

: · Re I Estate or ~V1.111am Ii, Lane 
Dear ·s1r1~ · 

Your lett~r ot April 30th reoe1Ya4, relating to : 
the .. disagreement between you ·anc1 the Illhe~itanoe. Tu Comm1s• 
a.1oner relating to va1uation of the contingent remainders · in 
the above n81D$d estate- . for the purpoae or ·asaeas1ng· a State 
Inheritance tax under· {he statute • . I note there 1a no · dispute 
on the fac·ts involved • 

. . Yo':l SU;i!,i:;&&t ·that _you _do -not see .:WhJ' we canno~ agree 
to submit the valuation ot' the to.x under the. will to· Judge · 
Ohapl1n and aocept his a~t:,ge~t&d valuation• 

. , I te.lked th1e matter over with Mr. Stubbs J'e&terdq 
and went over ·h11J file.in the caae,:and I feel that it is. the 
d~ty _o:t' the _Inheritance Tax Commissioner with the approval of 
the Attorney ·&eneral to assess this tu without being bound by 
the j'1dgment o!' an7 outside parties .• Any party who feels ag• 
grieved has an available. remedy under the st-.tute.· Both Xr. 
Stubbs ·,and I will be glad ·to have this matter .submi tte_d. to . 
Judge · Chaplin-$d for him to mnke suggestions ·.aa to what in his 
opi~on he reels that the _amount of the _lnh,n-itance Tax should 
be, but I would not agree that this office would be bou;nd by 
bis· suggestions, .. though W).aoubtedly we ahoul!i take 11 in~o oon
s 1derat1on,. ·as· I have a. hie,h regard -for Judge Chaplin and his 
jud[;ment would have·gr-eat. weight with this office• . 

• j 

. T~e roaaon I re~l this way about it is that the~e· ia 
.no provision 1n the statute about referring matters of this 

nature .to· a referee, and I do not want t .o evade the reap.ons1b1Ji1t7 
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placed upon the Inh&l'itanoe Tax Oommi.saioner and the A~torney 
G~neral under the statute. 

It y~u will submit the .tacts whioh you have to Judge 
.Chaplin 1n an unbia,aed manneit and got his. reaction, I shall. be 
glad to hea ·from you, as I note tro~ the asaea•me~t aheet in 
the -Inheritance Tu comm1s·s1onor 'a of't1oe that the aseeaament 
amounts . to over $1700 and · you want to com.prOIAise the matter ror 
$776 ors~.- Thia be11'16 the ca.ae, . ~t seems. to me that you are. 
not placing any valuation on the oontingent remainder~ under the 
terma of the will, or, if ·you. are, tlie v·aluat1on in J'o'Ul' mind· 1a 
p~aot1oall7 n1_1. ··· 

RWF:e 

Balph. W, Fani1a 
•Attorney Oenera1 
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