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~o Luciua D. :Barrows, Chief Engineer, State llighwq Commission 

Res Auto Damage. S7l'.'1'8ll Applebee 

Thie matter waa brought to m:r attention this morning ••• 
and I understand. ~t JOU. would like en opinion from my ottiee ae to 
the legality of' ·pqS.ng this claim of $164,25 · 

The s1 tua.t1on aa I get 1 t from the correspondence and from 
'Mr, Church and Kr. Robbins of your department is that Plantation l\To. 
3, Hancock County-, was allowed $20() for the -reaz 1-946-7 to aid 1:n. 
~pairing the· road .f'rom l3url1ngton ·to Nicatous La)ce and that the 
Plantation :rented a grader fr6m the State Eigb.wq Commission to do· 
worlt on this road end llverett W. Clark was emplo79d to auperviae the 
werk and his p,q came from the special road llee_olve money a.ppropriatea. 
.for this purpose. ' · · 

Fu.rthermore, the stol'T goes that Mr. Clazk lives in Bowland. 
and one evening a:tter work he waa traveling through the ton ef Enfield, 
towing the· grader which wae 'Oll~r -rental to the Plantatio:a. aq.d being 
used on ·the Plantation job in Hanooc~, and for some reason or other the 
sa:f'et7 bolt or iron dropped out end the grader went ott the State aid 
road into Mr. J.pplebee1s ,-erd and struck his caz, damag;hag 1ama· to the 
extent of $164,25, according to the invoice attached to the correspondence. 

I will sq that ·there le no· appropriation or fun.4' to pq 
a claim of thie s11e for umage to Mr. Applebee• s car. The proper th1n:g 
tor him ·110 do i·s to have his repreaantative present same to the rie:d 
legislature by special :Resolve. which will include a statement of fa.eta 
of what happelled, beo.,.uae in ,q opinion the Sta.ta of Maine ia not legall.J" 
li~ble ·tor this accident azid there ia. no_ tand from which to p~ e::ll7 
dula&e• .in a calle of th1 a kind. • • ·· 

RWF:c 

Ralph 1' • :B'arri a 
~ttorney General 


