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Februery 25, 1946

76 Lueiue D. Barrows, Chief Engineer, State Highwey Commiesion

Res Auto Demege, Sylven Applebee

ﬁ.‘hﬁ.s matter was brought to my attention thie morning. . .
and I understand fhat you would like an opinion from ny office as to
the legallty of paying this cleim of $164,25 '

The situstion as I get it from the correspondence and frem
Mr, Church and Mr. FRobbing of your department is that Plantation ¥o.
3, Hancock County, was allewed $200 for the year 19h6-7 to ald in
repairing the road from Burlington 40 Nieatous Leke and that the
Plaitation rented a grader frém the State Elghway Commission to do:
work on this road snd Dverett W. Clark was employed to supervise the
work end his pay came from the special road Resolve money appropriated
for this purpose. ) : '

Farthermore, the story goes that Mr. Clerk lives in Howland
end one evening after work he was traveling through the town of Enfield,
towing the grader which was under rental to the Plemtation and being |
used on the Plentation Job in Hencock, and for some reason or other the
safety bolt or iror dropped out end the grader went off the State aid
road into Mr. Applebee's yard and struck his cer, damsging same to the
extent of $164.25, according to the invoice attached to the correspondence.

I will sey that there is no appropriation or fundf to pey
2 claim of this size for demage to Mr. Applebee's car. The proper thing
for him %0 do is to heve his representative present same to the mext
legislatureé by speciel Resolve, which will include a mtatement of facte
of what happebed, beczuse in my opinion the State of Maine is not legally
lieble for this mccident and there ie no fund from which to pay any
damages in a cage of this kind., . . "

HRalph W. Farris
Attorney Genersl
RWF:e



