
 
MAINE STATE LEGISLATURE 

 
 
 

The following document is provided by the 

LAW AND LEGISLATIVE DIGITAL LIBRARY 

at the Maine State Law and Legislative Reference Library 
http://legislature.maine.gov/lawlib 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reproduced from scanned originals with text recognition applied 
(searchable text may contain some errors and/or omissions) 

 
 



This document is from the files of the Office of 

the Maine Attorney General as transferred to 

the Maine State Law and Legislative Reference 

Library on January 19, 2022 



·Februar;y 14, 1946 

To J. J. Allen, Controller 

Sub~eot1 .Agricultural Societiea 

I have 70ur mao of Jebra&r7 4~ in which 7ou ■tate that the. proviaiona 
ot Obap_ter 361, P, ·· L. 191+5, area · 

"There ■hall be appropriated annuall.7 trom the State . 
Treasury- a sum of money- :not to exceed 2J per inhabitat 
of the State and an addition.al aa.m ot money eqaal to ~ 
of· the mount contriba.ted. under the provisions of ■ection 
16 of chapter 77, which aball be knc;,wn a■ the State ■Upend 
tor aid and encouragement to acriealtural societies and 
hereafter deaignated as.the.stipend." 

Section 16 of. Oha;pter 77, aboft referred to~ ·proYid.es for the State 
reffD\18 of 3 l/2f, ot the total contributio:r:ia to all pari-mtuel pool,. · 

You further states •on page 105 of. the Final Budget Report submitted to 
the 92nd Legislature, there 1a the following footnote. 1 Increase oTSr bud&et 
recommendation. reflects new legielation providing that ~ of the revenw,a 
from pan-mu.tu.el bettin,: be a4cled to the State atipend to .Agriaultural. 
Societies. 1 . The increaae over the bud&et recommendation u shown on th11 
aame pap 18 $5,000.• 

Your pat1on. ias 11 In p&1in.g the stipend to the J.o'ical~al Aaao
c1at10n1, are we limited to $5,000 or 1181' we pa,- ~ ot the' 3 1/2'/, commhe1on 
on par1-ma.tue1 pool■ received. 1>7 the State for the full racing aea10n ended 
last tall? 5~ ·et t:tie State commission: on pari-ntuel pool■ would be app:ro:n-
•tely $8,1000.n , 

I recall our discm.e■ion in this matter in 'fll1 office, and it 11 rq 
opinion that 7ou are limited to $5,000. It aee:ma to me that 6he aomputation 
ahould be on a :tiecal y-ear baaia, and 10u will n.ot be in a poiition to compute 
oa pari-atuel pool• until July 1, 1946, ae tbia 1945 statute did not take 
effect \lD.1111 Jul7 ·21, 19q.5, After the clo·ae of the :f'iacal:, year ot 1~45. 

· You will note tbat the 1945 act p:ro"fidea that there eball be appropriated 
"annual.17 from the State Tre&9Ur7, etc." It aeema to me that the legislature 
haa alreadT appropriated $5,000 annually for the n-.xt two fiscal J"8&r8, I 
cannot see where 70u -would have arq bae1a tor compu:tation· imder the 1945 act, 
and it 1 s rq .suggestion that th1a act should be clarified by- the next ·1eg1 e
lature. 

BU:a 

Ralph w. Jarria 
J.ttornq General 


