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Februery 1, 19146

o

To Dr. N. 5. Kupelian, Superintendent
Poweal State School .

I recelved your memo of the 25th, asking for a ruking regarding
the sterilization law in certain selected cases. '

"1, In thée case of a patient Whose parents are living, could a
sister give her conseni ® such an operationi® '

I mast answer that question in the negative, becsuse the statute
provides for the written conseat of the nearest relative or guardien,
when the patient is mentally incompetent to give such oconsent.

"2, Weuld 1t be right to secure the signature of a sister or
brother of a feeble-minded child whose father or mother is mentally
incompetent?®

My snswer to that question is in the negative. A guardisn should
be sppointed for the father, if he is living and mentally incompetent,
and the guardian of the father should sign the consent for the father.

"3, Whom mey we consider as the nearest relativet”

You must consider the nearest liyi.ng relative in these cases, in
strict compliance.

Balph W. Farris
Attorney Generd
RWF:c



