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To John E. Willey, Chairmen, Maime Aeromsutice Comnission

This depariment acknowloagu recelipt of your letter of
Jenuary 2, 1911-6 wherein you ask our opimion on the following questions:

¥l. In the absenée of uigenciea,_ has the State of Uaine, solely
by legislative act, the right to appropriate monies to purchase an airpert
or alrports? .

&2, In the absence of exigencies, has the State of Maine, molely
by legislative act, the right to appropriate monies to operate an airport
or alrportsi

"3. Has the State, solely by legislative act, 'the r:Lght to
apprepriate monies to ald mumicipalities in the acquieitien and upmmont
of airports by than owmedr”

‘Sinee all of these inguiriee present only the question of legis-
lative power, one snswer will suffice and govern all.

_¥e shall assume first that all of these airperts avre te be devoted
to a public use, .

*The Leglslature has, under the constitution, 'full
powsr to meke and establish all reasomable laws and
regulations for the defemse and benefit of the people
of this Gtate, net repugnant e ithis Constitution, mor
that of the United States.' Oenst. of Maine, Art. lv,
Part 11I, sec. 1. While, therefore, the executive amd
the jnueia:'r. the other two coBrdinate depariments of
government, can exsrcise only the powers conferred upen
them by the Constitution, the powers of the Legislature
are, broadly speaking, absolute, exoept as limited or
restricted by the Conastitution. ‘iAs to the executive
and Judielary, the constitutien measures the extent of
their smthority, as to the legislature it measures the
limitations upon its authority.'®

111 Maine at page 489,

Ses also Sgwver v. Gillmore, 109 Maine 169-120.

There being no limitation in the Constitution on the right of
‘the Legislatuare to appropriate money to purchase for the State, or to aid
a political subdivision thereof to purchase and acquire land to be devoted
to a public use, we amswer the questions in the affirmative.

Abraham Breitbard
Deputy Attorney General
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