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To Earl P. Osgood, Milk Contrel Board

I have considered the question with regard to the Council
Order that you prepared, by which the Milk Uontrol Board would be anthorized
te transfer to the University of Maine funds of the Board fer the purpose
of gathering information relating te the eost of produveing and handling
milk in Haine markets, such data being necessary ia order te change the minimum
prices for milk in the various markets of the State, when subsidies mow paid
by the Federal Government are diseontinusd. Under the law creating the Milk
Oentrol Board, the Board is charged with establishing snd fixing, afber -
investigation snd public hearing, the wholesale and retail minimms prices
to be charged for milk distributed for sale within the State, by stores to
customers, and by produsers to dealers, and others. The law further gl‘oﬂé.u:

Prices so fixed skall be just and reasenable, taking
into due eonsideration the ensuring of an adegquate
supply of pure and wholesome milk and conditiens
affecting the milk industry, imcluding a reascnable
return te the producer and dealer:"

The Board certainly would have the power 1o employ the services
of sn economist and assistents in ordsr t0 furnish it with the statistiocsl
data upen which o form its jJudgment in the fiximg of prices under the pro~
visione of this law, and I know of no reason why 1t cannot, instead of hiring
an oconomist and & staff of awsistante, contract with the University of Maine,
through the Maine Agricultural Nxperiment Statlion, to gather such data and
suapply it to the Board, which you represenp, would be more econemical them if
the Board procesded $o gather thie information independently.

Abreham Breitbard
Deputy Attorney General
ABta



