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October 30, 1945 

To Bon. George J. Stobie, Oom1eaioner 
Inland 11 sherie a and G.-. 

· I :bave your letter of October :,0th requ.eeting •· to give 
a ral.ing on the last ·■n.tence of Section bS, Chapter 33, R.. s. 1944~ 
aa amendea. b:, the Publto Lair■. of 1945, which read■ a• follow■: 

11?lo peraon excepting- ·a law enforcement officer 
while in the line of duty ahall ha.ff a loacled. 
rifle or loaded. ehotgau. or a gua w1 th a cartridge 
in the magasine thereof in o·r cm ant motor nld.cle. 11 

11' interpretation of tha~ pan of the· atatute is that it 
applies to q- perai:m, -- whether in or out of hunting· aeaaon. If &rJ.7' 
peraon carries a loaded abotpn or rifle or gun w1 th a cartridge in 
tbe mecasine thereof, he ia gailty- of a flolation of thia statute. 

·l similar ca■e came before the Supreme ·Oourt(iof Kaine in 
1931 under the prorlaion1 ot Section 63, Chapter 3S, R. S. 1930, 
which proTided.: · 

»fo person.abal.1 expose er offer for sale, ■ell 
or purchaae 111- this state, tm.7 Jack light or 
light fitted. for use 1n: mm.ting in the night 
time. 11 · 

You. probably recall tb.11 case, State vs, Rice end Killer, ·130 Me. 316, 
where the Court held. that the complaint properl.7 cbarged the offence, 
and the mdmoe,. whieh was ma.de a part of the bill of e:z:c_ept1one, 
d.isoloeed that the deten&m:t; eold a ligll\ which the Court tound wa1 
asirabl7 •:titted. for lmnti:ng ia the night time.• !he finding of 
Quilt;r waa helcl proper 1n thia caae, and it would lie the aame, in my 
opinion, w1th a peraon cm-r,yin.g a lqad84 abo_tgim. or ·rifle or a gun with 
a oartri~ in the macazin.e, in or 011 81J.7 mater vehicle. 

RD':c 

llalph 'f. Farria 
.Attorney General 


