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62 ATTORNEY GENERAL’S REPORT

September 5, 1945
To Fred M. Berry, State Auditor

I have your memo of August 30th requesting my opinion concerning
audit limitations under the provisions of Chapter 361, P. L. 1945.

This chapter amends Section 18 of Chapter 77 of the Revised Statutes,
which provided that within sixty days after the conclusion of every race
meeting, every person, association or corporation conducting a race shall
submit to the Commission a complete audit of its accounts certified by
a public accountant qualified to practice in this State and approved by
the Commission. The amendment cited in your memo as Chapter 361,
P. L. 1945, strikes out that wording and substitutes,

“which books and records shall be subject to audit at any time by
the state department of audit.”

It seems to me that the wording of the statute is plain and needs no
interpretation.
RALPH W. FARRIS
Attorney General

September 13, 1945
To Hon. Horace Hildreth, Governor of Maine

I am submitting herewith the draft of a proclamation to bring to an
end Chapter 330 of the Laws of 1941, by which the standard time of this
State was advanced one hour beginning February 9, 1942, at 2 o’clock
A. M. By terminating this act, the confusion would be removed which
would result otherwise from the federal government’s being on standard
time, which would be an hour earlier, as under the federal law all common
carriers operating in interstate commerce and all federal activities, judi-
cial, legislative and executive, must be governed by standard time as
established by Congress in the various zones. It would also remove the
confusion which would arise if our neighboring States followed the lead
of Congress in terminating the standard time as established during the
war, which was commonly referred to in this zone as Eastern War Time.

You will notice that our statutes define standard time in this State to
be that which is known and designated by the federal statute as “United
States Eastern Standard Time.” This act was suspended by Chapter
330, Laws of 1941, which advanced standard time by one hour, so that
unless this act was terminated, Section 4 of Chapter 1 of the Revised
Statutes would remain suspended until the act ceased to be effective by
its own limitation.

I find that so far as daylight saving time is concerned, there is nothing
in our laws which specifically authorizes it. On the other hand, at the
present time, there is nothing in our laws which prohibits towns and
municipalities from going on daylight saving time; but this is purely the
voluntary act of the municipal officers in establishing an earlier hour
when all offices in the municipality are to open and an earlier hour of
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