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Stuart C. l3urgeas, E~q• 
County A ttomey 
Bockland, Naine 

Jul7 6. l 945 

r·received yo-ur letter of June 29th stating that~ have 
had two or three.1nstancea in .Bockland where police officers have 
shot automobiles that were being driven by operato:rs under '!;he 
influence of intoxicating liquor. I note in your-letter-that ;rou 
q119stion the right·of a police officer to shoot~ in the case of a 

.misdemeanor. 

I find no provision of ·statu.te for officers' shooting 
at persons wbo, they. think, · are committing a m~sdemeenor, bece.u1e. if 
it should develop that such persons were found not guilty- of driving 
under the influence ·of intoxicating liquor, ·I-believe the partie.s · 
·lahot at would have a suit tor d.alll88es against the .of':f'ioers. Of cours~, 
the officers have. the right to· s\;op automobiles, where they have ·reason 
to _believe thats aid motor vehicles were being operated bl" persons who 
were under tbs influence of in.to:z:icating liquor. I · thin.1':::. you should, as 
county attorne;r, advi°se the officers not_ to do ~ shooting unless the . 
operator or· the passenger~ in the- car have committed a felony :i.n tbeir 
presence and ~re making their escape •••• 

:RWF:c 

:Ralph w. Farris 
Attorner·General. 


