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Hon, Robert N. Haskell 
:Bangor, . M~e 

Dear ~r~ Haskell , 

J'Ulle 22, 1945 

l received ;your letter of June 10th stat1!18 that the 
Research Comm1 ttee would appreciate a memoraud'\1111 f'~m me,· indice.ting . 
whether of not a Legislati ~ Order has the l~gal effect· of auper
ae<Ung a statute relating to wa&es to legislati• amp~o:,eea. 

•,' . 
. . . 

In repl7 I wish to at$,te that. legislative employees• 
·salaries fixed bi .statu,te can be increaaed b7 joint orderoof' the 
Legislature; bl.it it is only-_ a· temporary. ex;pedient and does not 
·haye the bind1J18 f'orae of'· law and does not cha:atge the 1tatuto1"7 
praYi~iona. It ~•rel.7 enlarge~ a ata.tuto27· provi_aion·, which is 
within the .legislative ~rel'Ogative. · 

The Legislature is the SW)&rior power in the .State 
which 1 s a law-making power: -~d ·1 t h~s the right to pasa acts, 
resolutions and o;rdera modifying said acts~ at.its own pleasure. 
It is J/f1' opinion that 8ZJ.7 orde_r providin& for a dalary 1n· exceea 
of the established 1tatu.t0X7· salary for employees of the Legis- · 
lature at the last session is Talid. 

Ralph W, Farris 

RWJ':c 
-At torn~7 Genera 


