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June 1, 191|-5

Hon. Fraank E. Southard,
Senitary Water Board -

I have your letter of May Eand. asking two questions
relating to the interpretation of Ohppter 345, P. L. 1945, pertain-
ing to the Senitary Water Board. :

. -Tour first question relates te the rights to pollute of
industries now or heretofore operated on the effective date under the
.provisions of Section 3 of said act, without a license. Ingamoh as sald
sectlon provides that no epplication for a license ghall be raquirad for
sy manufecturing plant or establiehment now or heretofore operated for
eny such discharge at ite present genersl looation, such license being -
hereby grented, my opinlon is that if any menufacturing plent desires
‘to - increase pollution, as set forth forth in the example in your letter,
it should epply to the Senitary Water Board for a license %6 do so, snd.
I agree with you that it was tle intent of the legislature to control
pollution rather than te extend polintion, and that it dld not intend
te give unlimited rights of future pollution to industries or manufac-
turing plante in full operatien when the provisions of thie act take.
effect,

Tour second guestion involves the pz"ecedm-o of the Board in
regard to the time element of the licenses to be granted by the Boerd:
when this act becomes effective. You wish to kmow whether. the Boerd has
“aathority to :I.mpose a reasonable time limit on these licenses.

- In my opinion,. under the licensing faa.tura oi’ this act, the -
ZBoa.rd. hep authority to impose a ressonable limitation on these licenses,
vnder the provisions .of paragraph 3 of Section 1 of Chapter 72, R. 8. 19U,
as emended by Chapter 3U5, P. L. 1945, Your suggestion of snnuel licenses
meets with my epproval, and it would give the Sanitary Water Bosrd a
close check upon the liosnsé. If they viclated their rights under the
lidense, the Sanitery Water Board could order the license revoked, or we
could bring injunctien preceedings 6o enjoin further vlolation, under §6.

You may .rest aasured that this office 18 willing te eooperate
with the Board in enforcing all provisions of this amct. If representatives
of some indnstriss still contend that they interpret Section 3 as giving
present indnstries the right to increase pollution to eny extent they
desire, subject only to the limitations of Section 7, there should be an
smendment offered to thie bill at the next speciel or regular pession of
the leglelature.

Balph W. Farris
Attorney General
RWF;c



