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To w. E •. :Bradbu17', . .DeP1lt7 Oommi■aioner, Inland 11aber1ea and Game 
From .A.br~ !reitbard; ·.Dep;i.t7 .A.ttorne7 General 

Thia 1'111 aolmowl•de•. receipt ~f your memoranc!wn ·of December 26, 1944, 
which 11. ae t'ollowa1 

· 11In 1925, a group of citizen■ f'l'0m Winllow, Wate11:v1lle, Sko•gan 
and aa.rrounding . towns req,ieated permi111on .from the Staie to in a tall' a · 
aoreen: at the outlet of St. George Lake in the town of Canaan. Someraet · 
Oo-ant7. Thi• ·•oreen.waa installed ~th011t e:z::pense to the State and has been 
in uae :trom the aate of installation until now. . · 

· 11 1J!heae screen.a, if tbe;y are not cleaned and kept free from leaves, 
· 1t.ick:a, eta.~ will canae the .water to back up and flow be.ck iJito the pond · • 
and it bas happened in. Uie case mentioned in thie letter. . . 

"We would. like to have 70ur opinion as to the · liability- of the 
State if the water ehould flow .back and·cauae • damB8e because of the a'c:reen 
bei.ng pl~d." · . . . . 

Section 11 of Chapter ,38, Loa of 1943, eo taz as pertinent·, providea 
tbat 11The commiH1oJier ms:r authorise, -alter, and i■emon the aoreenµig of 8Zl:1.' 
inland water,. · • • 11 · 

· . Tlma, tbt Commi 1&ioner · W.0uld lie au.thorized tc, remove nch · screen, if the 
per.eons who installed the_. aa_me failed to give it the proper care. The .. State, 
however, would 1:nou.r no 11•b111t;y for 4amege done under the oircumatancea ,et 
tortl;t_ 1n the above inquir.,. · · 
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