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To G\J1' -:a. ffintten, Depu.ty Commi11ioner of ~nsu.rence 
From Abrabam. ~reitbard,Deputy A~torney·General 

October 20, 1944 

This office is in ~ceipt:_of .you.r Memoranda. 110ne11 and. 11Two 11 , dated Jul7 24, 
· 1944~ conce:,:ning . tbe isswmee of licensee b7 your department. Memorandam One 
·~elates to licenBing of in~rance BB9nta and 11 '1'1110 11 relates to the licensing of 

· .foreign insurance qompenies for. admiasion to do business in this State. · 
.' . . . . 

Taking · up the latter, I agree 1Q. th 1'()u in 19ur interpretation ·of the lair 
that there.is no· statutory provision which 1\0uld au:tl:iorhe you to limit the ·.: 
scope of the type_ of busin~ss tbat the company ·is to write. The discretion 
VQ1ted in you is either to admi:t ·or to refuse to ·admit it, · so that when. 7011 . 
find 1 t qualifies for admission, the license is issued and tbe nature and extent 
of · the · r1 ska that it ~ wr1 te · are . as defined b;y 1 ta charter. !l'l:ms, 70u are. 
correct whi3n you · sat · tllat having &!termin~d that the compan;y has met the · 
qual.1.fioe.tions prescribed by· ~e statute. and is admitted, 1~ "WOuld not lie .. · 
within the ·powers vested in the .InS11renoe Commissioner to :restrict or limit 
.the license .to one or more •bu.t not all risks that ·its charterp~rmita it to 
insure agains.t. · · ·: 

l3u.t -while this: ~ be a limi~at~on on_your powers, I cen see ;no obstacle.
to your 11,oafnsing, a company to wri~e,.· 1et u, 88.Y', .Workman's Compensation, · 

. where· in addition it is• au.thorhed b;y its charter to write fire insurance and · 
·:1t_· qualifies~·- financially and otherwise, to write both~ when it . req11esta that · 
it_s· license b4:9 111111 ted to Wor~an I s Co~pensatiori. only~ . · 

Unqu.estionabl7, if a company: applies for admission, whose corporate 
·pawers are limited t.o writing' Workman's C0mpensa.tion, yau;r license 190uJ.d. be 
so limited, and . I cm I t· see why en inau.re.nce company. with broader power1 . ma_, 

- not requ.eet that the lioense issued to it be limited. to one · or more of ·t~ 
di etin!Jt risks Qf insureno_e authorized by-. 1 ts charter._-

. Raving 'isSW!d a lioenae. to a __ compaI17 to wri·te a particular kind and ·type 
of ineurance, there would seem to be no reason why licenses to its agents may 
not be is~d· on the same basis, partiau.larl7 whe;re the applioent requests · 
that the license issued, to him be so limited • 

. ·: It mq. well be that in the administration of ;your· officfi'l adad.nistrative 
policy~ dictate t\tef'you should. adhere to the practice that has prevaile4 
in the Department. I do not aon ::-ern m.v-aelf' with that. The administration of 
the office beldl~s to the Departnmnt. Your qu.es-;ion addressed to me ie whether 
there is 8211'thing in ·t;ie sta:tu~e wb.1.ch would p~event you legally 'from isauing 
a license- . which woul.d· re•tr_ict the 11:i:ie of writing, el_though the · charter ia 
broader .in i.ts scope, where the company- so requests 1 t. I think that 7ou mq
~:i;-ant su.ch a re qu.e st in your di sere tion. 

Abraham Ere1 tbard 
Depu. ty- J. t to :rney Gee.era]. 


