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September 22, lgllll-

To F. K. Purinten, Executive Secretary, Executive Departnent

From Abraham Breitbard, - Deputy Attorney Genersl '
Removel of James Lewey, Special Constable for Pleagent Pe:lnt Ind:l.an ‘Reservation

w.‘.th rafomno to the abeve gubject in your 1nqu1ry of September 20th . to me,
I beg leave to advise yous

The act under which James Lewey was eppointed provides as fol;l.ewlt

“The governor with the advice and eonsent of
the couneil, ie hereby anfhorized to eppoint
‘one er more relieble and well commended Indisns,
without pay, in each of the Indlan tribves in
thie state, as special oonstables with like
powers snd dnties of constables and police
officers, within toms and cities, in the en.
foloement of the laws of the state, within the
Iimi¢s of the reservation of his tribe, with
suthority to take any offendsr before any court
of competent jurisdiotion, within hie edimty.
1Sec. 2. Said ccmstables shall be eprointed for
ene year, and mey be removed at any time by the
governor.® B L 1885, c. h93..

You will notide that while the appointment is made by the Governor with
the advice end comsent of the Couneil, the statute specifically emthorizes
removal ®at any time by the governor." This provision would permit the Governor
alone to remove him witheu the ad.vi.ce anc eonnnt of the Ooun.ai.l- .

& bel:l.m. however, that the gafest course would be %o ‘have the Govomr
glve him netiee by ordering him to appear before the Governor at a time to be
fixed by the Governor end show cause why he should not be removed as speeial
constable mder the commipsion whieh he npw holds, becanae of representations
in writing that heve been made to the Govemmors -

.. 1) T hat while holding said commigsion and engeged in the performance
of hig dnties thereunder, he disabled himself from fully performing his dnties
by the excessive use of intoxicating liguor during the week of September: 10, 19k;

2) That he was guilty during the week of September 10, 1S4k, of -
sonduet un'booomlng 8 peace officer of the State of Maine.

I doubt whether he would appear at such a hearing. Tis CGovernor could then
make the order.

i " You will also notice that the statute autherized the appointment of one or
more Indiens aes special conetables. Thus the Governor mey make an immediate
appointment in mocordance with the lug.sestion of Mr. MacDonald.

I am returning herewlth the original commnications from Mr. MacDonald and
Oscar H. Brown, the Indian Agent, which you sibmitted with your memo to me.

Abrahan Byeitbard
Deputy Attorney~General



