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!tie J. J.. lloaamen, Commieeioner of .11.Dlllloe 
hem .lb:r~ :Brei tkrd., Depu.t7 .lttol'U7 General 

.,. . . . . . .. . ·. .. 

. B7 J')ur oral :reque1t a,1;,:r oonf'e~ce w1 th me, par.t1c1pate4 in by tbl 
State· eontraller, w1 th relation to Chapter 275 _of tlle Public·_ Lan of 1939, 
1011 :au: whether, under the pre,■ent • .tb:od of liamdlbg t,c1era1 tund1, a repo_rt 
1·a 11ece11817- to 'be filed 1t'1 th -~ _.Controller. That aection. pro_'ri.491: · · 

"The. eovem.or ·and 8ftl7 ■tat• of:tio~ .and 
department. head who ahall lt•· ~tn.■tec1· ·,..uh 
·the ezpendit'lire.·ot te·c1era1 -·tim¢1 in the -State 
of ·MaiD•: llhall file in the office . of the state 
con. troller a -detailed report of . all 41 •bureement■, 

. i~ludimg .tbe parpoilea for which . IIIKSh c!i■bur■ementa 
wre .·aa and the per1on1 to· whom_ 8D1' mone7. wai 
pa14,· ea.ppozited b7. proper wucher·■-, ■aid report. to 
be filed· from time to t:I.• aa ■uch d11btlr1ement1 . 
are ·. 11848,. and .the final ,repor:t . to ~ filed _witbia . 
30 c1qa after· the k tire 1'wld ha■ been 41.■bur■ed. a 

' . . . . . . . . . . 

You. call•d lO'JDT atte~tion ·th.1•fact .that ■1ao~ ·thia l~· waa ~tea · 
· -110· ah r.eport haa ~•r been filed w1 ~ -'~ State . Controller 'by im,-. ot- the 
. peraone .enumerated. 1.n. the_· courae ot · tbia d11c:mellion ·1t ~•1:0pe4-t)lat .1~1noe 
JOU ha.n ·been in office· no Gowrnor,. -a.partment head, or· ar othn State o:tft•:r:" 
ha• :ever _ha4 the acbal. .PCl~~-ea11on of us, ted8ral money~ _ nor _d11'ii.ed t~ ••, 
-~ hia indivU.u-3, capaci t7J that all f ecleral tand■ were dapc>"a1 tea lo the ac~oun\ 
of . ta· Treuurer of . State, and che~• di-mi thereon are mpport•d • a ft.Uch•:r 
wbi~ gi""■ the ume. of ~ ·per.ion ·to ·w~111-P,ap9Dt ·:s.a t.o be. 11&48~ a 1t·ataen\­
llbowiq ·tor What papent · 11 .made, and this voucher i• approved ·tor i>IP8Zlt ''b.7 

• the State· official or· 4-partment· head and filed.with the ·controller leto:re the 
chaok 11 ~awn ~-·the .Tre~•r et Bt9:te. · 

. Your inqu1J'7 then·••~ in v1~· ot -~• fact■, whether ·1 t 110Ul4 ·1t1ll .I• 
· n.eoe ••&rT tor the State officer or c1epaz,tmen t head to 1'11• a report · w1 t11. the. Oo.n­
trolleir. -It . 1■ quite obTicnu tbat . mch a report 110uld :not gl.ve the OontrolleJI' 8D1' 
1~onat1on which.ha did.not &1.read7 have,. nor wn,l.d it tu.mieh-o;r- create a reoor4. 

· whi'ah was. not alr,~ in matenoe. !rhia- report, :I. t wollld aeem, wo'Ul.4 ·be a u1ele1■ 
mp~1cat1o~ of ooni1darable detail which ooul.4 ■ene no useful ju:rpoie. . .. ·· ·: ·. 

I ·unde~stan4, :however, that. there 1 ■. one a:oeption and _that· 11 with :relation 
·to t.be··Uneq,loymenti Oompen■at1on Oonim1• .. 1on.· While the federal fmlda appropr.1ate4 
are depoeite4 with tba .Treaaurer. ot State, the cbeak1 are _@awn.by' tmat of:tiae 
and ·the ·wu.oher■ approving P81Jlent. therefor ~ on· file ia that office. '!he■• : 
nucher■ ■how to whom paimnt 1■ ·mac!At _ ad the purpose tor which ~t ·11 1118.48, 

. . . .· . . . . . . 

. I am· told tllat, prior to the ti• thia law was en.acted, . federal· ttmdl wre 
48poaite4 b7 pul>Uc officials to.· their own. account· er to a ■pecial accoimt over 
whieh ·thq·h&d. absolute control :ad f'rom which the7 d1e1'm'1ed the twi4 without . 
renderinc an account therefor to. the State eon:rmnent; and their Position wa■ 
tha't; the7 were not accountable to .the State i;ove.mment •. 'l!lnul the State wa■ not 

.poHeeaed ot recorda or a,q 1ntormat1on. _ehowing the expenditure -of' tllese mon979, 
no·r was it · able to obta.in· the ■a.me. Thi• legialation was ·then enacted to re:medl' 
and take care of' thia .■1 tuation. ' · · 



-·-••· ~,,. ,..,. -··•; .. r • •·•·• -. • • -. ·;r · , 

.. . JJ.lloana.!9: ,,i21114' -~~-' 
~· . . 

Uader the present aet-a.p, · a• al.J,'8ady noted, all moaqa are dapoa1 te4 w1 th. tbe 
Treanrer · of' S-tate, all aheclca a.re ~ upon. a ww;,her chi.ng ·a11 the 1ntormat1o:n: 
which the statute. :reqliirea, ~d sp_prove4 bf the.· a.~men.t head or _po.blic of'f1c1&1. 
ha.nag npen:l aion onr the ni;iendl \Ure. The record.a · Um■ p:rodacecl an the neoru · 
of the State and not the .:reoor411 ot Bll7 pe.rtioular 1nd1v1c!aal. Theae reoorde an. 
avaiia-bie aa ·a public-. record to aD7 pereon. who 1• intereated a:nd who UT dea1H 
to 1napect _the ilame. ·.· · 

. . . 
. : While . a 11 teral. readinc ,of the . statute would requi.x-e the· report, · I ·. don. 1 t 

believe :that, 111.· vi.ff ot: thi ■ method, ot 41. ■bu.rai:ng these tan.de,· it.·••·· the intent 
ot·. the leg1elatuN that th:t.a _41J;plicat1011 ~f the detail■ .1n .the wq of'. report 
• lh.oul.4: b~·.manaato1T•. I wou1~· .aggeet.,· however, that thi• law 'be· olarif'ied ., aa 
to except f'ro11 1ta operation the caaes· where the :f'lmd 1a depoe1te4 with··the 
tn·aaarer at·. S_ta.te BDd mv di--bur■eant· 11 drawn b7 cheolc oa the TreU1ll"J" and 
aapporte4 b7 a. ·TOUwr as here1nbef'ore de■cri"b~d and apprond for ~ent. 

JJUo 

Abraham Bre:ttbard 
Dapa.t7 J.t:tom91" General 

' . 


