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© August 25.' 1944 X

To Francis K. Pu.rd.nton. Executive Secretary, Enmative Depar tmen$
' From.Frepk.l« Cowany--Attorney, Seneral. i '~ |

I have your memo of .A:usu.lt 22nd in regard to the tom of ofﬂee of tho
.ld,jutmt E‘renaral. _

m- mtter was considered. very carefully 1n the. w;lnter o:- ea.rly spring
'of 1981, But I camet find & copy of the. opl.n'.‘.on 1:::.0&- l.t that time.

_The Constitution of Maine, Artiule KIVIII. providu. "The a.d.Jutant goneml
« o + shall be appointed by the governor." No term is set. R.S.1930, Chapter
18, Section 8, provides that "The staff of the commander-in-chief shall oansfa’ﬁ
of the adjutant generel, who shall be ex officie chief of staff, etc.'  R.5,.'r
Chapter 18, Sectien 22, prov:l.a.es for the eppointment by the Governor of stsff
officers, and Bpetionl 23 md 24 provide for the duties snd: qualiﬁcationn o!
staff officers.

The l‘ed.acra.‘l. !l:l.litu-:r Lew, & copy.of which I do not Kave before me at the
present momernt, sets up "steff officers’ on a permenent basls, snd if I
nm‘ber correctly, mb:ject to the authority of t'-ha Becrotary of War.

-As I recall my 19111 oyinion. I sald at that tim that. the Adjutent General
of the ‘State is the personal representative of the Governor in the military prm
of the ,Sts.to. As mh it ie necessary that he he. subject to, the control of -the
" GOvernor. w a8 our statutes dé nat provide for any term,” T said &t that
time .that he holds pffice at'the pléasure of the Goyernor. I said further
that. he- 1- "ex off¥8lo" chilef of staff, but that he 1s not a staff officer. .

: If I were writing the opinion again, I should arrive at exaestly the seme
conclusions; altheungh-ihe.sxperience-of “the-last-three~and-a-helfyears- mbghib~

@M&.ﬁ.ﬁ,ﬁamb form-of-argament.-

Frank I. Cowen
Attome_y—GeneraJ.



