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NOJllN.ATION FOR PtESIDENTiAL ELEQTOR 

\ .I find that the la~ -at· ·the present·- t~e. gover.nlng ·the nomi'."' 
nation to office .of the various State,- County and National officials 
was fir·st passed as Chapter 102 or the Public Laws . of 1891. This 

· same ac.t ·afterwards· appeared 1n · Chapter 6 of · the Revised Statutes · 
Qf 19:0.3. · . This .a~.t -.was amended by Chapter· 221 .of the·- Public · Laws 

.-or -191;3'; and now appears as_ Chapter 6 or the Revised Statutes . .-of 1916. 

•. ·. Previous to .1891, there seems · to have .peen no regulation .of 
pub~ic conventi·ons· for nomination to offi-ce by the laws of ~his _State. 
This w~s pr~bably due to·· the fact that prev:1ous to that time_ the State, 
City · or.- T()vm did not pay for or prepare ·the ballot:, but. e~ch vo.t ·er· 
was· suppose4, at least 1n theory, to ·bring_ }.'11s _own ballot •. . As ,-.late · 
~s· .the. Re_v·1sed Statutes· or 188.3, wa find --this provis+on regulating· 
the -ballot:- .- ·. · · · · 

"No _bal;tot s~ll be received· at any- election ·~r state 
or town of.fie.era, unless in . 1,mITING -O.li. PRINTING upon clean 
whi.te paper without any distinguishing mark or .figures 
thereon, besides the names or tbe .persons voted i'oi;- and t .h,e.
pff;l.ces to be .filled; but no vote shall ·be rejected on this ·, 
account ·after it has been recjived into the ballot ·box.n . . . . . . 

Wb~ in 1891, the. Sta.ta decided · to ·print the ballots itseit , . it 
also b~came nece.ssary to regulate .the public conventions, or oth~r~- · 
wise there would be no· general rules for d·eciding · what names shQul.d · 
go on the ballot. Cha'pter 102, s ·~ction 3 of. the -Pbbl.ic Law.s. or 1891, 
provides:-.· · · · · 

•. · "Any convention of .d-~legates ·representing a political . 
party; _which, · at the sup.ernator;i.al election· next·. preced_ing, 
polled . at ·. least .one per cent of t~e ~ntire vot·e. cast _in the ·· .. 
sta·te for governor, . or· 1n the electoril· d+strict or di.vision.· 
ther!.of' for :which the -nomiria.tion is made, ·and· any caucus.·: 
·held · by such a . politic al partt in any such ·electora_l d;istrict . 
-or division~ - may .for the state, · or for the· 41strict .or divisi.on 
.for _.which .the convention or -caucus is held1 .as · the. case -may b~·, 

~ E ~;~~rtoti~~5i1i~:e EA~H ng;~~i1~~J~:e xiuii itti:~ ·.P . 
THE . ELECTION'. ·Every such -certificate. or··nominat1on· shall state 
such f'acts as may_ be required · as above f'or its acceptance, _· an~ 
as _are required 1n sect:1.on ':five of: this act; . shall_ be signed· · 
by the ·presiding qfficer or by th,e ·secretary. of' the convention 
or caucus; ·and shall l:>e swQrn by the party .s1gn~g to _be true,. 
and a cer-tifica-te of the oath shal.l be · annexed to or made on· · 
the certificate of 'nomination. 11 . • . . 

: Chapter. 102~· ·sect.ion· 5 , . Public Laws of l;.89._l, . _provides as folJ.ow-s:--:-

"All certi.fioates o.f. nomination and nomination papers 
shall, besides contai,ning the ·names of candidates, specify 
as to each, first, the· office· for which he is nominated·; · 
second; the party or political princ-iple which he . repre
sent~, expressed it1 not more . than three words; third, his 



:.i 

place of residence. IN THE CASE OF ELECTORS· OF PRESIDF.NT · 
. .AND VICE PRESIDEt~T OF THE ·:.·UNITED STATES,~ THE NiljES OF· THE 
CANDIDATES FOR PRESIDENT. Alm VICE PRESIDENT MAY BE ADDED · 
TO THE.PARTY OR POLITICAL APPELLATION.n 

After this· section there follows the section- stating•·ho~ the 
certifica.tes of nomination should be -filed wit~ the secretary of · 
State, etc. _Th~se two provisions· taken.- .together con·clus~vely_ show· 
that the nominations of .elect~rs of .president and vice-president 
lay iri the convention. . These two p~ovisions afterwa:r;ds appear~d .·. 
as<Chapter· 6, Section , and Secti<;m 5 respectively, of the Revised 
Statutes ·or ·1903. · 

· Chapter 221 of the Public Laws of· 191.3 is wh~:t is. known as the 
Prima._ry Election Law. . Section 1 of this act provide.s ·as foliows: . · 

''°All nominations. of c~ndidat.es for. any· state· or county · 
office, including Unit~d.States Senator,·m.~mber o! Congress. 
and member of .-the s·tate ·legislature,· sh~ll hereafter be -.j:nade · 
at .and by: .. primary elections to be held in -accordance with 
the.provisions of this ac~. The term "political parties",.··· 
as used ·1n this ac.t, is h.ereby declared to mean such .·polit1...: 
cal parties as·at_the gubernatorial election next.preceding 
~Y such·primary election polled at.least.one per cent.of .. 
the entire vote cast in the state for Governor. Nothing in· 
this act shall be construed as preventing the n·ominations of 
candidates. under seqtion four- of chapter six of.the Revised 
Statutes. 11 · 

. It .. wili be noti"ced .that the only offices to which nominati'ons can 
be.rz:tade m1der tbis act are State or county officers, United States 
senator, member of Congress, and member of· the State Legislature •.. This 
enumeration does no~ include the c€ fiae .'of presidential elector.· 

Section 28 of Chapter 221, Public ~aws of 191,3, reads as follows ·:· · 

"All aC'ts- or· parts of acts inc.onsistent herewith or con-
. trary to the provisions or .this act, a~_e her~by repealed." : 

In accordanc.e with· this provision, ·any provision of the old law-·. 
governing. n.ominations for off1~e, which i;s no·t inconsistent with-Chapter 
221 of the Public Laws of 1913 1s· .still in force, and Chapter ·22l, Pub- . 
lie ·Laws of' 191.3 did not affect the nomination of presidential elec- . · 
tors. T~e old ·provision allowing_the nomination ot pres1dentia1 elec~ 
tors by the ·state Convention to the vari,ous pa~ties i~s.till .in force. 

July 31, 1944 . 
Copied from material found 
in·an old. file. ~ot dated. 


