MAINE STATE LEGISLATURE

The following document is provided by the
LAW AND LEGISLATIVE DIGITAL LIBRARY

at the Maine State Law and Legislative Reference Library
http://legislature.maine.gov/lawlib

Reproduced from scanned originals with text recognition applied

(searchable text may contain some errors and/or omissions)




STATE OF MAINE

'REPORT

OF THE

ATTORNEY GENERAL

for the calendar years

1943 -.1944



186 ATTORNEY GENERAL’S REPORT

State Liquor Commission can import spirituous or vinous liquors into
this State except an individual may transport into this State spirituous
or vinous liquors for his personal use, in a quantity not to exceed three
quarts. The Commission has no authority to permit importation in
violation of this law.

An individual desiring to have liquor delivered to him in the State
of Maine from outside the State can only accomplish this with pur-
chase order through the State Liquor Commission. In your particular
set of facts, it would be necessary for the individual to place an order
with the State Liquor Commission for this liquor. The liquor would
have to be delivered to the warehouse of the State Liquor Commission
at Portland, Maine, by the duly licensed vendor or manufacturer. The
individual could then receive this shipment of liguors from the State
Liquor Commission upon payment of all the charges of transportation
plus 619, added onto the cost price of the liquor plus the mark up.

WILLIAM H. NIEHOFF
Asst. Attorney-General

June 30, 1944
To: James H. Christie, Director Dept. State Liquor Commission
Enforcement Division
From: William H. Niehoff, Asst. Dept. State Liquor Commission
Attorney-General
Subject: Witness Fees
TUnder date of June 26th your memorandum requests opinion as to
whether or not inspectors are entitled to receive fees in criminal cases
in which they appear either as the arresting officer or witness.
Chapter 247 of the Public Laws, enacted at the Special Session of the
Legislature in October 1937 (repealing Section 24 of Chapter 237 of the
Public Laws of 1937) among other provisions defines the powers and
duties of inspectors as follows: ‘ *#** They shall have the same powers
and duties throughout the several counties of the state as sheriffs have
in their respective counties in connection with the laws pertaining to
the sale, possession, manufacture and transportation of intoxicating
liquors and the conduct of drinking houses and tippling shops.”

Section 4 of Chapter 126 ot the Revised Statutes of 1930 provides for
the fees due sheriffs and their deputies in criminal cases. It, there-
fore, follows that where the inspectors have the same duties and
powers as sheriffs, they have the same right to fees in criminal cases
as sheriffs and deputies. Costs in criminal cases are taxed to the re-
spondent on conviction and may become a part of the sentence. The
respondent is not entitled to have credit on these costs because the
officer making the arrest, etc. is paid a salary by the state.

Inspectors being on a salary basis are not entitled to keep these fees
personally. All fees coming to an inspector in criminal cases in con-
nection with the discharge of their duties should be immediately
turned over by him to the Chief of the Enforcement Division who shall
transmit them for deposit to the State Treasurer.
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