MAINE STATE LEGISLATURE

The following document is provided by the
LAW AND LEGISLATIVE DIGITAL LIBRARY

at the Maine State Law and Legislative Reference Library
http://legislature.maine.gov/lawlib

Reproduced from scanned originals with text recognition applied

(searchable text may contain some errors and/or omissions)




This document is from the files of the Office of

the Maine Attorney General as transferred to

the Maine State Law and Legislative Reference
Library on January 19, 2022



. April 11, 194h S

Te Oapt. Leurence O. Upton, Acting Chief, State Police
From Abreham Breitberd, Deputy Attorney General

In your memorsndum of April 6, 1944, you ask for an interpretation ef
Parsgraph 5, Section 1, Chapter 169, P.L. 1935, as emended by Chapters 72
end 205 of the Public Laws of 1941, which reads as follows:

o dealer shall permit ghy motor vehicle omned
or centrolled by him te be released for operation
upon the highweys until it has been inspected as
hereinbefore provided and bears the proper
certificate."

I believe thie parsgreph is very plain and clear. It 1s especiselly so,
when read in connection with the whole section of which it ig a part. First,
thipg section deale with individual owners or persons in contrel of motor .
vehicles operated on the highways; requiring inspection at stated periods,
and stickers to be placed on the windshield. Then we come te this paragraph
relating to dealers, ae to vehicles owned or controlled by them, end they are

‘prohibited from releasing a motor vehicle for operation of the highwaye until

it has been inspected. Ae to them, thie means two things: a) It prohibits them
from releasing .the smtomoblle to be eperated on the highway for the purpose of
demonstrating 1t to the prospective purchaser, and b) releasing it to the
buyer for operatien. This in effect is also a preventive measure, this pre-
venting automobiles from getting on to a highway as & result of purchase frem
& dealer, without the inspection and the sticker, by imposing this éuty en
the dealer. '

_If this were not so, it would be hard to see how & buyer could get off
with his car after he has purchased it, without having it towed away from the
degler's place, Certainly, no dealer would consider that very good salesmamship.

I therefore advise you that under this act the desler ig required to have
the ear inspected and the sticker put on before the gar is delivered te the
purchaser for use upon the highway. '

Abrahem Breltbard
Deputy Attorney Generel



