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Harch 1, 1944
Harry V. Gilson, Commissicner Edueation
Frank I, Cowan, Attorney General _Attbrney General

I have your memg of Fehruary 28th, in regerd to the legal
;ga%ngigi'hife Certificates granted by the Department of
uea * "

I note that many people having such certifieates have
had no administrative experience in Maine schools for
at least 20 years, and are no longer familiar with
adginis{rative problems, especially those involving
school laws

Re 8. 1916, Chapter 16, §59, in regard ta qualifieations
of sup arinfendanﬁa of schoo is provides that they "shall
hnld stats ¢ertificates of superintendanna grade which
shall be issied uponm such exemination as may be prescribed
by the state: aupartntandent of schools®.

Rs Se 1930, Chapter aﬁ af superintendents of
8chonls, « sseePhe sh hai& a eacher's state certilicate,
or a state certificate of superintaaﬂan&a gradeﬂ,

There is nothing in either statute proyiding for Life
Certificates although there may be in some other statute
which I did not see. Even if the statute d4id ppovide
for them they are not irrevocable, nor are they evidences
of contract beiween the superintendent and the State. -
they have been issued simply as a matter of custom and
under regulations issued by authority of the 1916 statute,
the rzgglatinns ean be ehanged aznd the certificates
canege. - :

As a practical matter it msy be that all such certificates

which have not been used in this State for a period of '
years should be eanceled and néw ones i1ssued only upon such texms
as the Commissicner of Education shall prescribe.

Frank I. Cowan
Attorney General
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