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GBJ1Dett .Publisb1ng 0olllPaJl1', Inc~ 
' Portland., Maine. 

GenUem~:-

Jor aoae tble there baa bean -appearing b. the Portland Preaa Harald 
BDd Portland Jlven1ng E.z:_praai a political ia.d.verti■-ment rea.cU.ac, 11Jemald for 
Governor." I am· taking th.1-a opport,mi ~1' to_ call :,our a \ten Hon to the faot 
that_ a pol1t1~- a4ftrt1ae118B\ in thia form 11· in Tiolat1on of the e:z;pre11 
wor~nc of the Stat• 0or1"11pt Praa\:l.oee J.ct, Section 10, Chapter 10, ot the 
BeTiaed Statute■• 

These adnrtiaementa were rwming 1n tha newspaper• of Iha State 
for eoaa time prior to the aDDO"UD.cement b7 Mr. J'erna;t.d of hi• -aandiclaq, . for 
Gonraor.· I wa• informed that he wa• not directq or inclirectl.7 reaponeible 
for -'·the· abert1aementa and ·1nalllll110Q. aa he 1■ a mamber of the bar and waa 
formerly cha1rman of .~ JD.dioiaq Comnit_~ee of the Legislature, I aaswned. 
that he had a1mpl.7 overlooked the fact that there 1a an infri'ngement ··ef the 
atatutes or, 11' he had not onrloolmd·it, that he would take atepa to ban: 
'ihem -mrreotecl if- an.4· when he aholill.4 · declare h111111el:f' · a candidate. 'l'he 
anno1l3:1cement of hi• cand1da07 appeared 1D the newspaper■ naarl.7 two weeka . 
ago, bllt there wae no change in the form of the adTerthing. Under &l:te of 
l'ebruary _17th I wrote him aa followet · 

11Be:nora'bla :Ro7 L. Fernald 
1Un terpo rt, Maine 

"Dear Bo7. · 
I encJ,.oae herewith cow of R.S. 10, ■ec. 10, I note that 

the 'Fernald. ·for Go~rnor• . ad.a do mt aoni'erm to this atatu.te, 
and I am cal·li~ th1 B to 70ur_ attention before aom•bodT 1tart1 
aomethiq unpleaaaat. 

(Signed) 

Ve17 vul.7 7our1, 

.Frank I. Cowan 

.l t to rne7 General 11 

.. 
.At the ■ame tim1 I encloeed a cow ot :a. S. Chapter 10, Section 10,. 

w.bich read.a u followa1· 

11Pol1tical aclvertiaemente to be signed. 1921, c. 20. Wboewr writ••• 
pr1Dt1, poata, d1atr1butea, or cauHa to be written, printed, 
po■ted or d1etr1tm.ted a oiroalar, poater, or advertiaeant 
which ia deaigned to promote the nomination or eleation ·ot a 
candi'dat.e .for pu.bl1c otf"ioe or to injure or de~eat the nomination 
or eleot1on. of aii1' candidate for pg.bl1c office., or to influence 
the wtere on BAT conatitu.t1onal amandment or 91J.7' other pation 
IIW>Jl1tHd to the TOtera, .or ·to influence the vote of ,m;r member 
of the leghla.ture, unlea■ there appears . upon such circmlar or 
poster or advert1aement, in a oonap1crooua place, either. the name 
of the chairman or aec~tar., or o:f two ·officers of the orpn1sat1~n 



.iaau.ing the same~ or of_ the person who is reaponaible therefor, 
with his name and addre■s, .shall be guilty. of a misdemeanor·and 
-apon oonvietion thereof ahall be punished b7 a fin• of not more 
than one mmdred c!ollara, or b7 impr~sonment for ~ot more than 
th1rt7 dqa, or b;y both auch tin~ and 1mprisonm~t~ Provided, ·. 
that nothing 1n thia_ section ah.all apply to the edi t':)rial or nna· 
m-11:lclee o·t a:q ·magazip.e or .newspaper where the aame ia•not a 
political '4!8rt11ement, nor to· card■, poater1i lithographs, or· 
eireu:Lars, ia~d bT a cand14ate a4verU■1zic hia own candidacy. 11 

.. . Inamuch aa:thia section of tbs statutes applies wi~ equal force 
to the pa.'bl1aher of the newapaper in Which the ·advertiaeinent appears, I am 
taking thia opportun.1 ty to give 7ou friendly warning that proaeeu.Uc,n must 
·follow if' the. adnrtiaementa are continued 1.n. ·their present :t'.orm. · 

Reapectf'ul.l~ 10ura, 

" 

Frank I . Cowan 

FICse 
-Attorney. General 

• 
Same lett!Br sent to aame comp{IDT ~t Waterville, N/Wat·emlle Sen.tin.el; mid .to. -
J. P. :Baas Publia41DC Oo., !aQ&Or, :re Bangor- Qommercialr. ·. · 
lhmo,r' Pu.bliahing Co., 170 Ezchuge St., :B&XlgOr, re :Bangor. News: . 
Sun-Journal Publishing Co_., Lewiston, re Lewiston ~ and Lewiston ·1ven1nc Joumal 

• and at .Augu.ata, re Kennebec Journal, on February 28, 1944 


