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J'e'bruaq. 17, 1944 
. ' -, 

To J • .l, · lloasmma,. OommiHioner of Finance 
From Jrank I. Cowan, .lttome7 General 

. ' 

. I have :J01U' memo. ot ~ebru&r7 11th in reprd to the_ b1ll:1,ng of llr._ 
Purinton ·aa occt;,81111 o.f' the ataff houae. ~he atatu.tea !;lave never oontempl(lted 
that the- State ahall be $n the buineae et om1n.g an'1 leasing Nal ·estate to . 
pr1Tate · individual.a. Tb.a problem ha.a ariaen, due ·to a 1eriea _of' accidenta. '!he 
State has kept aerta1a. buildinga on properties pureha■ed for other uae■ , 
1al!lte~ of te-.z,iag those buiicU.nca aown. 

:The tact tbat there is DO 1tatuto17 prortaioD. .:for the proteat1~n ot .· ~e preperty aoea not me1m: '1lat they omnot 'be oared ·tor, -proper. repairi mde 
on \bem, and rent collected tor their u.■e. In the absence of · ■tatute the Govenor 
aud Coimoil bavt gene,aJ. •~r1t1'. to protect. the rights ef the ·sta~~ · 

P. L, 1~3. Chapter 17b, aecti,011. 2, in Us UH of the word■ n1eaae~. 
propert7n waa referring to propert7 held b7 the ·State on leaaehald. · · 

. . . 
. l'l:l.e Goffmor and .Council are· the on.l.7 State o:f'f1eiala bavi.ng emthori'Q" 

to ieaae 'be, .indiTid:llala ·state~wned propert7. '?he7 oan, it they- aee ti,, ·c1e1ecate 
to ·.aome State off'1c1al 1111thorit7· to perform the aatual du.ties .ia oonneaUo~ with . 
the matter. · 

.There ia no·Wng 11!111he 1tatute1 to sucgeet that it would be improper 
for the Governor· an.d Ocnmc11 to delegate ~11 authority to .. e1 ther the nper-·. 
in.tead~t of pu.blio 'builcll.~• or tb,e State- purchaaug agent • 

. · In aonnectioa with the reatauraat in the State Hou•, 19ur ■tatemen.t 
of fa.eta in.c!ioatea that Council Order l'o. 11:1-5, dated .A.pril 8, 1943, pron.dee• 
an arrrmgement tor operating the ::restmll'at shall be made 'b7. the nper1ntendent 
of .buildings • . .A.a ·z recall the leaee, whioh bears date July- 14,···1943, :vr.- . . 
J'arringto11: felt at that time 'that .. the Pa.rcbaaing .Acmt Rr• a proper peraon · 
to. u:eoute :Lt, althou&h I know there was considerable talk about 1·t .1114 the 
·1eaae 1q &l'G'W'ld:,.here for some. time. l don't remember -,ho in- this office 
tin.all,1' wrote " memoraadWn ·on -the aub.1eot. I don1 t know whether or 11011 · 
Oounc11 Or<ier l'o, il:i-5 we.a aailed to the attention of Mr. • ll'arrin.&ton • . I do 
recall that Mr. ll'arriagton apoke to me a.bciui ■ome .diffioult7.-tliat Mr. . 
Thamp■_on, INP•"nte:aden.t of piblio· building■, on. ~11 fJ, 191.i-3, and Mr~ 
McA:ule7 had about comins to term■ on the ~•a1e. 96m_p■on ••· apparently 
authori1a4 and :lilLatruated to make the a.rrazi,;ements 'm).der the prev1■1ona of 
the laat sentence ot the first ~seraph ot Section-29 of R.s. Ohapter 2. 
$ome c~~on :mq have an. ien 'bT reason. ot the change 1n the 1nawa'bent · of 
the otfice of saperintendellt of ·puJ>lie build1nca. In mq .caae. :lt ileema to .me. 
a new laaae should, ,ri thin a reasonable. time, be prepared• to ~°"'r all the· 
propert7 11' connection with· the i-eataurant- facilities, aa1·4 new· leaae · to be 
e:z:eouta4 either b7 the Governor and Co-ail.oil or by reaaon ot a new Counc:11 Order, 
tlie original Council Order hann.g been _aran to appl:,- to the office ot euperin.-
tendmt of public 'buildings ail it existed at the date of the Order. · 

FIC:c 

Frank I . Cowan 
.lttorney- Gene-ral. 
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